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Language Arts

GRADE 7

D. Reading Applications

d. 7.2  Analyze examples of cause and effect and fact and opinion.

d. 7.3  Compare and contrast different sources of information including books, newspapers, and online resources to draw conclusions about a topic.

F. Writing Process
f. 7.1 Generate writing ideas through discussions with others and from printed material, and keep a list of writing ideas.

f. 7.2  Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.

f. 7.3  Establish a thesis statement for informational writing or a plan for narrative writing.

f. 7.5  Use organizational strategies (e.g., rough outlines, diagrams, maps, webs and Venn diagrams) to plan writing.

f. 7.6  Organize writing with an effective and engaging introduction, body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing.

f. 7.7  Vary simple, compound and complex sentence structures

f. 7.8  Group related ideas into paragraphs including topic sentences following paragraph form, and maintain a consistent focus across paragraphs.

f. 7.9  Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose.

f. 7.10  Use available technology to compose text.

f. 7.11  Reread and analyze writing for clarity.

f. 7.12  Add and delete information and details to better elaborate on a stated central idea and to more effectively accomplish purpose.

f.7.13  Rearrange words, sentences and paragraphs, and add transitional words and phrases to clarify meaning.

f. 7.14  Use resources and reference materials (e.g., dictionaries and thesauruses) to select more effective vocabulary.

f. 7.15  Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization) and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

f. 7.16  Apply tools (e.g., rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge the quality of writing.

G. Writing Applications

g. 7. 4  Write informational essays or reports, including research, that present a literal understanding of the topic, include specific facts, details and examples from multiple sources, and create an organizing structure appropriate to the purpose, audience and context.

g. 7.6  Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

H. Writing Conventions

h. 7.1  Spell high-frequency words correctly.

h. 7.2  Use commas, end marks, apostrophes and quotation marks correctly.

h. 7.4  Use correct capitalization.

h. 7.5  Use all eight parts of speech (e.g., noun, pronoun, verb, adverb, adjective, conjunction, preposition, interjection).

I. Research

i. 7.1  Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

i. 7. 4  Select an appropriate structure for organizing information in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables and graphic organizers).

J.   Communications: Oral & Visual

j. 7.1 Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cues, making visual contact).

Information Literacy
E. 7.3  Select information from different types of subscription resources to meet information needs.

E. 7.7 Take notes, organize information into logical sequence.
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Lesson Three Summary: What Makes a Hero?

Students will construct a well-developed five or six-paragraph essay about an everyday hero of their choice.

Procedures used included: modeling, guided practice of the writing process, formula writing techniques, rubric development, peer editing.


Estimated Duration:

5 days – 45 minute classes

Commentary: 

This lesson may take longer or could be adapted for individual needs of the students.


Pre-Assessment:

Teachers will evaluate class discussions, journal entries, vocabulary quizzes, and oral poster presentations to assess student understanding of what makes a hero.  

Scoring Guidelines:

Teacher observations of discussions and presentations, and assessment of entries and quizzes will help the teacher adapt lessons to student needs.

On-going Assessment:

Teacher should guide the selection of everyday heroes, and evaluate students’ prewriting, rough draft, and peer editing. Teachers should give feedback as needed.                                                                                                                                       

Post-Assessment:

Teacher should use the student-constructed rubric to evaluate the essay.  Students must turn in their prewriting, rough draft, and rubric along with their final copy.
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Scoring Guidelines:
Rubric

Instructional Procedures:

· Teacher will read the poem “Heroes We Never Name” by M. Lucille Ford.
· Students will journal about everyday heroes and share their entries with the class.
· As a class, students will decide how their essay will be graded (rubric development). 
· Students will choose an everyday hero for their essay.
· Teacher will model note-taking and prewriting options and suggest the use of Heroes Around Us Note-Taking form. (http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson171/note.pdf)
· Teacher will give the students time to complete their prewriting.
· Students are given a summary form (modified version of Heroes Around Us )for completing their rough draft and guidelines for interviews or research. http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson171/summary.pdf
· Teacher will give the students time to complete their rough draft.
· Students will work in groups to peer edit the essays.
· Teacher will give students time to complete their final drafts.                                                                                                                     


Differentiated Instructional Support

The essay length can be adapted according to student abilities.

Instructions can be clarified.

Students can be given an outline for paragraph writing.

Student may dictate the essay to a scribe.

Students may use word processing to produce the final draft.


Extension
Students may write about fictitious heroes. Students may write how they could become a hero.

Write a poem celebrating the characteristics that make this person special.

Students may read about heroes in fiction and nonfiction 

http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/booklist/heroes_booklist.html


Homework Options and Home Connections                                                                    
· Homework-Use additional hero vocabulary to write complete sentences.

· Homework-Set up and conduct an interview with the everyday hero.

· Homework-Complete any unfinished assignments, such as the prewriting, rough draft, and final draft
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Interdisciplinary Connections

Current event heroes

http://www.time.com/time/time100/heroes/index.html
Materials and Resources:
For teachers
· Projectors, transparencies, transparency markers

· Graphic organizers

· Heroes Around Us- Summary Form Copyright 2003 IRA/NCTE. Marcopolo http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson171/summary.pdf

· Heroes Around Us-Note Taking Form Copyright 2003 IRA/NCTE. Marcopolo (http://www.readwritethink.org/lesson_images/lesson171/note.pdf)

· Heroic Qualities Vocabulary Words – generated by the class

· Heroes We Never Name By M. Lucille Ford
For students

· Student packet of selected teacher materials

· Computers

· Newspapers

Key Vocabulary
See attached list

Technology Connections

From www.infohio.org  access Sirs Discover and/or Ebsco for hero related articles according to appropriate Lexile.

Research Connections

Students may conduct interviews and use the internet to access newspaper articles.

General Tips

· Insufficient supply of computers may restrict the typing of the final draft.

· Students may need guidance in determining the difference between idols and heroes. 

· Teachers need to understand that ultimately this is the students’ project.

· Schedule time in the library and/or computer room well in advance.





