	

Lesson Plan Template




	Ohio Standards Connections:

English Language Arts

Standard

Research

Benchmark A:

Formulate open-ended questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information.

Benchmark B:

Locate and summarize important information from multiple sources.

Indicator 1: Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

Indicator 2: Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources. 

Library 

Standard:

Technology

Benchmark D:  Students identify the steps in a recognized research model.

Indicator 9: Critically evaluate the quality of the information resource, e.g. authority, accuracy, currency, objectivity, etc.

Indicator 10: Take notes, organize information into logical sequence, and create draft product e.g. report, research paper, presentation, etc.

Indicator 12: Communicate findings orally, visually, or in writing and draw conclusions about findings
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Lesson Summary:
The media specialist will instruct students on both general and specific techniques for searching the web and also ways to evaluate resources.  (After having read the story Touching Spirit Bear, the students will eventually research specific terms/themes from the story.  This is lesson one of a three-part series.)


Estimated Duration:

Lesson One will last one-48 minute period.   

Commentary:
Students must have a general knowledge of computers and of how to use the internet.  


Pre-Assessment:

The Media Specialist will ask the students the best way to search for information and what sites they use the most.

Scoring Guidelines:  

Student responses.

Post-Assessment:
Students will use skills learned in this lesson to do perform various searches.   The final assessment will come in a final project for the unit. 

Final Project
The students will be broken into groups of 5 and create a front page of a newspaper based upon terms associated with the story.  Each student will be responsible for research on one of the following topics:  Spirit Bear, Totem Poles, Tlingit Indians, Wilderness Survival, Circle Justice, and Alaskan Islands.  The front page will include a feature story, human interest story, an ad, a cultural story, an art feature, a travel story, two pictures related to stories, and a classified ad.


Instructional Procedures:

1.  In the computer lab the Media Specialist will walk the students through logging onto INFOhio.  

2.  The students will be instructed to click on the grades 6-8 button.

3.  Students will be guided through a brief introduction to Access Science, American National Biography, Annals of American History and the online Encyclopedia.  

4.  Students will do simple guided searches in American National Biography and the online Encyclopedia.

5.  Finally students will be shown how to locate the “Google Cheat Sheet” which explains the various symbols (Boolean language) used to facilitate searching the internet.  

6.  The Students’ homework will be to do a number of simple searches using the “cheat sheet” and record the number of hits each receives.  The students will see how using the symbols reduces the amount of information they have to wade through.

Differentiated Instructional Support
Review lesson plans with Learning Assistants and Special Ed as needed.  Advanced students may be assigned to assist other students as needed.  Some students may need additional time to work on assignment.  In addition, additional time may need to be scheduled in classes depending upon the student’s individual skill levels.


Extension
Awareness of concepts presented in this project.  Encourage students to continue to refine searches as they become aware of the differences in search techniques.


Homework Options and Home Connections

Encourage students to try different searches at home looking for topics of interest.


Interdisciplinary Connections

Standard: Social Studies -Economics

Indicator: #2 – Markets – Describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes in Asia, Africa, and Europe; the products and inventions that traveled along these routes; and the role of merchants.

Materials and Resources:

The each student will need availability to a computer with internet access during the lesson.


Key Vocabulary

Internet

On-line

InfOhio

Search Engines

.org

.net

.gov

Web Address

Hits

Boolean Language


Technology Connections

The entire lesson is done on-line.   Students must be made aware that technology and the internet are in their “infant” stages and changes happen rapidly.  Therefore, as time goes on, they may learn additional ways to refine their searches or may find additional web sites on which to search.

See “materials needed” above.


Research Connections
Standard: People in Societies

Benchmark:

Indicator: #3 Diffusion-Describe the cultural and scientific legacies of African, Greek, Roma, Chinese, Arab and European civilizations. 

General Tips
Monitor student progress and modify as needed.  Students tend to not copy the search string correctly.  It is important to instruct the students to correctly copy the search strings without adding additional spaces, commas, etc.


Attachments

Spirit Bear-Broz and Loushin-Lesson One Attachment, “How Many?”


	
	



