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Ohio Standards Connections:


Library Guidelines: Information Literacy Guideline: Benchmark E:

Conduct research and follow a research process model that includes the following: develop essential question; identify resources; select, use and analyze information; synthesize and generate a product; and evaluate both process and product.

Indicator 8:

Use a teacher- or district- designated citation style manual to credit sources in their work

ELA Standards Grade 8:

Research: Benchmark D:

Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.

Indicator 7: 

Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper credit for sources and include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement.


	Lesson Summary:
Eighth grade students will research an artist or musician from the fourth grade fine arts curriculum and create a non-fiction picture book.  Students will then share their books with the students.  This first lesson teaches students the correct MLA bibliographic format.  Students will be required to document their research and include a bibliography in their non-fiction picture book.

Estimated Duration:
This entire picture book unit will require two weeks with five individual lessons.  This first lesson on bibliographies will require one 40-minute class period.

Commentary:

Although we are not teaching the 8th grade fine arts standards, we believe the 4th grade students will accomplish their fine arts standards through exposure to the eighth graders’ books.  These standards include: Music: Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts Indicator 3:  Discuss the lives and times of composers from various historical periods; and Visual: Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts Indicator 5: Construct a simple timeline that places selected artists and their works next to historical events in the same time period.


Pre-Assessment:
Using the student literature textbook, students will write a bibliographic citation using the MLA format.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher and library media specialist (LMS) will observe students as they walk around the room.  Together as a class, we’ll create the actual citation on the overhead and explain where the information is found.  Students will self-check their work.

Post-Assessment:
Students will be assessed using a rubric to make sure their work has correct punctuation, correct order of citation elements, and hanging indention.  Assessment will happen as students complete the note-taking phase of this project.  Any corrections can be made and implemented before the final product is complete.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher and LMS will use a rubric based on the components of punctuation, capitalization and the correct order of citation elements.  This rubric will be applied as students document and complete their notes in lesson three.

Instructional Procedures:
1. Using the overhead projector and the bibliography template, the LMS will go over the required elements for an MLA citation for the following items:  book, reference article, website.  Emphasis will be placed on where these elements are found for each source (i.e. author for encyclopedia article is located at the end of the article, title should come from the title page and not the cover of the book, etc.)  The correct punctuation between the components will also be demonstrated.

2. Students will then create citations for each of the various formats of resources.

3. As each format is introduced and completed by the students, the LMS will write the correct format on the overhead with the students’ assistance.  Students will self-check and correct as needed.

Differentiated Instructional Support
Peer-assistance is one option for students having difficulty in creating the proper MLA citation.  The teacher and LMS will also provide one-on-one assistance with students.  For students that have already mastered the basic formats, they may try creating citations for books with more than one author, interviews, etc.


Extension
Students may use their textbook from other classes to create a citation.  Students may also write citations using their SSR (sustained silent reading) books to keep the skill fresh in their memories.

Homework Options and Home Connections
Homework is not necessary after this lesson.

Interdisciplinary Connections
This particular lesson may be used with any class requiring research.  Students in eighth grade should know this skill and be able to use it whenever research is involved.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Literature textbook

Overhead projector

Transparencies with bibliography citation template

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Literature textbook

Bibliographic template worksheet

Copies of resources for creating citations during instruction (encyclopedia article, book, website)


Key Vocabulary
bibliography, reference, citation, verso page, work cited, publisher, copyright, author


Technology Connections
Students may use the website “NoodleTools” to create bibliography citations.  Although the citation is electronically created for the student, the student still needs to plug in the appropriate data (i.e. author, title, publisher, etc.) and needs to know where to locate this information.


Research Connections
N/A


General Tips
Emphasize to students that if they follow the template and include all items in the order as they appear on the paper as well as all punctuation, they will have a correct bibliographic citation.


Attachments
Bibliography template
Rubric for evaluating citations – This will be used to evaluate citations when students work on taking notes in the third lesson. 

Overhead transparencies


	
	



