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Ohio Standards Connections:


Library Media Guideline:

Benchmark A: pg. 90

Benchmark B: pg. 91

Technology/Literacy

Benchmark A: pg. 70

Library Based Technology: Information Literacy

Reading 

Acquistion of Vocab

Benchmark E

Benchmark F 8

Reading Progress

Benchmark A 5

Benchmark C 6, 7

Reading Application A 1

Research 

Benchmark A 1

Benchmark B 2,3

Benchmark E 8

Language Arts

Benchmark A 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

Fine Arts/Music

CS: Historical, Cultural 

Benchmarks 1 - 5



	Lesson Summary:
Inclusion setting classroom—Students will learn how to surf the internet, evaluate web-sites, select biographical sites on a favorite author/composer and construct from a selection of options an alternative to a book report.  Students will also be expected to give an oral presentation on same.


Estimated Duration:
Fourteen or Fifteen days of 42-minute class periods.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Using a K-W-L chart students will list what they know about composers or authors and what they would like to know about composers or authors, and what they would like to find out about same.  Students will devise a rubric specifically stating the type of information that should be included in the biography.   Differentiated: Using the List, Group, and Label Chart, students will brainstorm what they know about composers or authors (a small group activity), group them into categories, and label each category.

Scoring Guidelines:
Students will be evaluated in a number of manners and times throughout the project.  Discussion participation through teacher observation is the main method.  Students are given a syllabus with projected dates as to when certain steps of the project should be completed.

Post-Assessment:
Students will be expected to complete the “L” column of the K-W-L chart.  Students will be given several choices for a biography (or composer) project to accommodate their learning abilities with a rubric for what is expected.  Students will be given a rubric as to how to correctly deliver an oral presentation on their project.

Scoring Guidelines:
Using rubrics for the final choice biography project and for the oral presentation helps eliminate the subjective point of view in grading.  Students are fully aware of what is expected, and given a syllabus outlining expected due dates, students are well informed as to the expectations of the project.


Instructional Procedures:
Day One:     Power Point presentation on musical eras or facts about the most popular authors (or composers).  This presentation should pique   students’ interest.  The presentation will show 6-10 era/authors presenting some of the more interesting/unusual facts about each era/author.  Students will brainstorm composers in each era or as many authors as they can remember. They will be given a choice of composers/authors from which they can choose to do the biography research.  Differentiated:  Students will special needs might be given the composers/authors that have an exorbitant amount of information on in order to facilitate their research.

Day Two:     Students will devise a K-W-L chart on their composer or author.  After discussion of same, students will develop the rubric as to what should be included in a biography.  Students came up with: 1) the person’s name; 2) their lifespan; 3) where they lived; 4) what kind of music did they write or what types of books they read; 5) family (husband, wife, children, parents); 6) age (when began writing music or books/stories); 7) names of compositions or books/stories; 8) did they want to be a composer or author; 9) What instrument did they play or what genre of books did they like; 10)What was the most famous piece he/she wrote; 11) social/economic status; and 12) what events in history happened or affected  that era of music or their writing.  Develop the rubric to hand out prior to their research.  You may need to point out upon handing the rubric out that some of the information may not be available.

Day Three:     Hand out Guided Worksheet Guided Worksheet.doc.  Guide students through directions.  There are two different guided worksheets for differentiation. 

Day Four:     We gathered some materials on composers and authors for students to seek information on their topic using the worksheet as a guide to assist them researching the information needed on the guided worksheet handed out on Day 4.

Day Five:     This is a continuation of day four unless you are able to reserve time in the computer lab/or library to begin researching the information on the sites provided.  Students are not to use other websites until they are properly how to evaluate good websites.

Library/Computer Lab (alternate)   Library Research consisted of the librarian introducing the Infohio Research Databases to the classes.  The sites were projected on a large screen for the students to view as the databases were presented.  The librarian taught them to use search engines and doing keyword searching. Students were instructed that there is no governing body controlling what is placed on the internet and that the Infohio websites are reliable and high quality.  Students were assisted with their research by the librarian and the teachers.  Students were given a checklist that displayed how to evaluate a quality website. ..\..\..\Library\NAME1.doc
The librarian created a Library Newsletter website that allow students to access other recommended websites for their research www.geocities.com/klsgardner/index.html  (Author Research – The librarian implemented internet research skills with students viewing a video filmed by the librarian of authors presenting at the National Book Festival. ..\..\..\Library\NAME2.doc   and   ..\..\..\Library\NAME7.doc The students view the video and then complete the guided worksheet researching at www.amazon.com and each author’s own website.  Students learn to find what books are available by the author, how the purchase books online, and read the editorials reviews and customer reviews of the books.  They share their information in class and their answers on projected on a large screen – sharing all their information.  A copy of their shared information is printed for those students who need extra help.  Students are also taught to search google.com for their Favorite Author’s information.  National Book Fest Worksheet www.nancykeane.com/rl/
Day Six:   Schedule computer lab or library time for students to use the evaluating website rubric.  The students are to follow the guided worksheet to answer the questions and determine which websites are or are not quality sites.  Worksheet attached.

Day Seven:  Continuation of day six in order to complete yesterday’s lesson.

Day Eight:   Continue to evaluate guided worksheet .  Use class time and material to coordinate with internet information.  Start rough draft of project

Day Nine:  Students utilize library to gather information needed on their author/composer dependent upon the rubric with which the students devised.

Day Ten:  Continuation of day nine.

Day Eleven:  Students will begin working on their alternative to a book report projects.  (a list of suggestions is attached) (rubrics can be made according to your criteria) Students are to bring art supplies and paper they wish to use.

Day Twelve:  Continue working on projects.

Day Thirteen:  Complete projects.

Days Fourteen and Fifteen:  Presentations of projects. (Oral rubric may be given out as well).


Differentiated Instructional Support
Differentiated instructions have been given within the days of the lessons.  This activity can be adapted to accommodate different reading levels.  There is a modified worksheet for selecting an author (or composer) that is less intense and in a more attainable reading level.  A general rule of thumb is if a student glances over a page of writing on the internet and cannot identify or understand at least 5 words easily, try another appropriate website at a more appropriate reading level.  Conversely, this activity can be adapted for a gifted student by varying the degree of difficulty of the chosen web site and by extending the requirements of the project, including adding a research paper on the composer/author.


Extension
Students can use the skill acquired in this lesson to compile truthful information on research projects in other classes, i.e. the science fair project.  Student who play instruments can play a piece written by their composer or compose a biography of their own on someone 50 years or older with whom they are familiar.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Because of diverse levels represented by students in class, there will be no homework assigned unless some opt for the extension activities.  Practice will be expected on their instrument in order to perform with minimal errors during their recital.  Those who opt to compose a biography will conduct interviews with a person 50 years or older.  Students will utilize verbal skills, note taking skills, the writing process, and using technology in order to create and publish the biography.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Although the major focus of the lesson is music and reading, many skills are implemented that can be integrated across the curriculum.  The guided worksheets can be modified to meet the standards of other curriculum areas.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

For students
List the materials needed for the students.


Key Vocabulary
List key terms that need to be defined prior to or as part of instruction.  (ex. Genre, biography, non-fiction, composers, eras, etc.)


Technology Connections
Other than using computers in the computer lab and library, students are encouraged to use a PowerPoint presentation as an alternative to the other options given to them previously.


Research Connections
Students will be utilizing the computer lab and/or library in order to evaluate web sites and using this information in order to create an alternative to a book review.


General Tips
Record observations and suggested modifications to facilitate instruction and student learning in the lesson.


Attachments
List and attach any additional materials created for the lesson, including student handouts, blackline masters, overheads, etc.

Attachment 1
Attachment 2
Attachment 3
Attachment 4
Attachment 5

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



