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Inventors Hall of Fame 

Letter for Induction



	K-12 English Language Arts Benchmarks (Writing)

Writing Processes

A. Generate writing topics and establish a purpose appropriate for the audience.

B. Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned writing tasks.

C. Use revision strategies to improve the overall organization, the clarity and consistency of ideas within and among paragraphs and the logic and effectiveness of word choices.

D. Select more effective vocabulary when editing by using a variety of resources and reference materials.

E. Edit to improve fluency, grammar and usage.

F. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.

Writing Applications

A. Produce letters (e.g., business, letters to the editor, job applications) that address audience needs, stated purpose and context in a clear and efficient manner.

B. Use persuasive strategies, including establishing a clear position in support of a proposition or a proposal with organized and relevant evidence.

Writing Conventions

A. Use correct spelling conventions.

B. Use conventions of punctuation and capitalization in written work.

C. Use grammatical structures to effectively communicate ideas in writing.

Ohio Standards Connections:

Technology K-12

Standard 4: 
Technology and Communication Applications

Benchmark A:

Communicate information technologically and incorporate principles of design into the creation of messages and communication products.

Grade 6 – Principles of Design

3. Produce information products that incorporate principles of design.

Benchmark C:

Select appropriate technology communication tools and design collaborative interactive projects and activities to communicate with others.

Use of Communications:

1. Use e-mail functions including:

   a. Sending;

   b. Receiving;

   c. Replying;

   d. Adding a hyperlinked address in  message

   e. Organizing mail folders;

    f. Adding attachments to message.



	Lesson Summary:
Students will use the information obtained in previous lesson, Searching for Inventors using INFOhio, to write a letter to apply for induction into the Hilltop Inventors Hall of Fame.


Estimated Duration:
One or two class periods (60 – 120 minutes), depending on result of pre-assessment.

Commentary:  This lesson can be used as a collaborative lesson with science teachers as well, as it also fulfills 6th grade technology standards.

Pre-Assessment:
1. Teacher will verbally survey students to determine if their invention research is complete.

2. Teacher will question students to review components of letter writing.

Scoring Guidelines:

Students will demonstrate knowledge of letter writing when reviewed through teacher questions.

Post-Assessment:
1. Use observation and an informal survey for completeness.

2. If necessary, review specifics of letter writing.

Scoring Guidelines:
If 50% of students have not completed their research, give them more time before continuing with lesson

See rubric for business letter.

Instructional Procedures:
1. As a class, students will discuss what makes a good invention.

2. As a class, students will discuss qualifications for induction into Hilltop Invention Hall of Fame. 

3. As a class, students will create, on a white board, a checklist for induction.

4. If necessary, teacher will review letter writing techniques with class.

a. content

b. form

5. Playing the role of the inventor they have researched, and using information acquired from research, students will write a letter to the Hilltop Invention Hall of Fame Office, requesting official induction for their invention. The letter must include why the invention deserves to be inducted. Students will refer back to the checklist previously created. Business letter rubric will be distributed.

6. Completed letter will be sent as an attachment in an e-mail to the Hilltop Invention Hall of Fame Office.


Differentiated Instructional Support
For students who need more guidance, a template and/or example letter should be provided. Accelerated students can import graphic images to enhance the letter.

Extension
In class extension:  Students can create letterheads and insert watermarks.

Homework Options and Home Connections
Students can continue to explore their invention and/or inventor. They can look around their homes for other useful inventions.

Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson uses concepts learned in Language Arts (letter writing and research).

Materials and Resources:
For teachers

Sample of letter, grading rubric, white board, LCD projector and computer for demonstrations.

For students
Research notes, computer, access to e-mail.

Key Vocabulary

Parts of a Letter (Salutation, Body, Closing), format, alignment


Technology Connections
This is a technology lesson.


Research Connections
Evidence indicates that when used effectively, “technology applications can support higher-order thinking by engaging students in authentic, complex tasks within collaborative learning contexts.” (Means, Blando, Olson, Middleton, Morocco, Remz, & Zorfall, 1993).


General Tips
Have several examples of business letter available for students to evaluate and model.

Attachment:  Letter-Writing Rubric 


Rubric
Letter-Writing Rubric: Hilltop Invention Hall of Fame

Teacher Name:  Mrs. Blaustein

Student Name:  _____________________________                                                                                           
CATEGORY 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Salutation and Closing 

Salutation and closing have no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

Salutation and closing have 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

Salutation and closing have 3 or more errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

Salutation and/or closing are missing. 

Sentences & Paragraphs 

All sentences and paragraphs are complete and well-constructed 

Most sentences are complete and well-constructed (no fragments, no run-ons). Paragraphing is generally done well. 

Some sentences are complete and well-constructed. Paragraphing needs some work. 

Many sentence fragments or run-on sentences OR paragraphing needs lots of work. 

Spelling 

Writer makes no errors in spelling. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in spelling. 

Writer makes 3-4 errors in spelling 

Writer makes more than 4 errors in spelling. 

Ideas 

Ideas were expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the letter was about. 

Ideas were expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organization could have been better. 

Ideas were somewhat organized, but were not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what the letter was about. 

The letter seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what the letter was about. 

Format 

Complies with all the requirements for a business letter. 

Complies with most of the requirements for a business letter. 

Complies with some of the requirements for a business letter. 

Complies with few of the requirements for a business letter. 
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