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Lesson 1


	



	Ohio Standards Connections:


Reading Applications: Literary Text Indicators – 

6. Describe the defining characteristics of literary forms and the genre of poetry.


	Lesson Summary:
What makes a poem a poem?  Through oral discussion in the pre-assessment phase, students will discuss what they already know about poetry.  Students will then gather poems individually, then as a group share to see similarities between poems to come up with characteristics.  Describe the defining characteristics of poetry.  Students will collect samples of poetry and discuss defining characteristics.  

Estimated Duration:
Two sessions: First session 45 minutes, second session 25 minuetes.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Oral discussion of what students already know about poetry.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher will assess what students already know about poetry and modify lesson to introduce missing components.

Post-Assessment:
Students can define the specific characteristics that make their choice a poem.  Students can also look at two different texts (one a poem, one nonfiction on the same topic) and indicate which piece is a poem.  In an extended written response, they will be able to support their answer with examples of poetic characteristics. “Hurricane Rita Moves In” (nonfiction text) available at http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/news/story/0,6260,1109007,00.html.

Hurricane, Nature’s Test (poem) by David Bancroft used with permission from David Bancroft available at http://www.poetrygalore.com/poems/animal_nature/nature_test.htm.
Scoring Guidelines:
Students will be scored on a scale from 0 to 4.  The following is the rubric for this scale:

4 = Three characteristics and few or no errors.

3 = Three characteristics and several errors or two characteristics and few errors.

2 = Two characteristics and several errors or one characteristic and few errors.

0 or 1 = Unacceptable.


Instructional Procedures:

This lesson is team taught by the classroom teacher and the media specialist.

Session 1

1. Students discuss what they already know about poetry.

2. Pose the question “What makes a poem a poem?”

3. Students browse a variety of written poetry resources and try to find similarities and differences and write their findings in their writer’s notebook.

4. Students view a variety of poetry websites and learn how to find poems by topic, author, etc.

5. Students select poems they liked from either source to present. (extension)

6. As a group students share the research findings.

7. Class develops a list of defining characteristics of poetry and teachers chart results.

8. Students choose one poem to examine further to be able to share and explain what makes it a poem.

Session 2

1. Students will be given written assessment.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Have resources that are level appropriate, extra practice for reading aloud, poem is reading level appropriate.


Extension
Students come up with different forms of poetry.

Students select poems they liked from either source to present. (extension)


Homework Options and Home Connections
Perform poem at home for parent.


Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson could be connected to genres in music, art, and media.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Chart paper, markers, assessment texts (nonfiction Time for Kids dated 9/23/05 entitled Hurricane Rita Moves In and poem called Hurricane, Nature’s Test by David G. Bancroft.

For students
Wide collection of poetry books, writer’s notebook or writing journal, pencils.


Key Vocabulary
Genre, characteristic, poetry, poem, poet.


Technology Connections
Students could search for poems on poetry websites such as http://www.poets.org/.


General Tips

Make certain there is a lot of discussion of the list of poetry characteristics and a lot of modeling of examples by the teacher and media specialist.



