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ELA Standards:

Acquisition of Vocabulary:
5. Recognize and use words from other languages that have been adopted into the English language.

6. Use knowledge of Greek, Latin and Anglo-Saxon roots and affixes to understand vocabulary.
Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension

Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

4. Summarize the information in texts, using key ideas, supporting details and referencing gaps or contradictions.

5. Select, create and use graphic organizers to interpret textual information.

6. Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.

7. Monitor own comprehension by adjusting speed to fit the purpose, or by skimming, scanning, reading on, looking back, note taking or summarizing what has been read so far in text.

Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text
All indicators 1-8
Writing Processes:

All indicators for Prewriting, Drafting, Revising and Editing, and Publishing

Writing Conventions:

All indicators 1-8

Research:
All indicators 1-8

Communication: Oral and Visual

8. Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence;

b. support the controlling idea or thesis with well-chosen and relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes;

c. include an effective introduction and conclusion and use a consistent organizational structure (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast, problem-solution);

d. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and

e. draw from multiple sources and identify sources used.
Library Guidelines :

Benchmark A: Understand the function of  the school library media center, recognize other types of libraries, and use a variety of libraries to meet informational and personal needs.

1.  Discuss search strategies and information  retrieval methods with the library media specialist or library staff member as needed.

Benchmark B: Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety of formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials:

All indicators

Benchmark D: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

All indicators

Technology:

Benchmark B: Select appropriate technology resources to solve problems and support learning.

All indicators 1-4

Standard 4: Technology and Communication Applications
Benchmark A: Communicate information technologically and incorporate principles of design into the creation of messages and communication products.
All indicators 1-3

Benchmark B: Develop, publish and present information in a format that is appropriate for content and audience.
All indicators 1-5

Standard 5: Technology and Information Literacy
Benchmark A: Evaluate the accuracy, authority, objectivity, currency, coverage and relevance of information and data sources.

All indicators 1-5

Benchmark B: Use technology to conduct research and follow a research process model which includes the following: developing essential question; identifying resources; selecting, using and analyzing information; synthesizing and generating a product; and evaluate both process and product.

All indicators 1-6

Benchmark C: Develop search strategies, retrieve information in a variety of formats and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources.

All indicators 1-6
Benchmark D: Select, access and use appropriate electronic resources for a defined information need.

Indicators 1-2

 
	Lesson Summary:
     Our urban students have little experience with sports that exist outside of their neighborhood (basketball) and their school.  Most of the sports in the Winter Olympics are ones they have never heard of, let alone experienced.

      To broaden our students understanding of the sports of luge/skeleton, bobsledding, curling, skating (figure, speed), ice hockey, biathlon, and skiing (alpine, cross country, freestyle, snowboarding, ski jumping, Nordic combined) students will research one of these Winter Olympic sports using the FLIP-IT information literacy strategies introduced in the first semester ELA classes.  Students will also gather biographical information and achievements on two participants in the sport: one participating in the current 2006 Olympic games, and one from a past Olympic games.  Their accomplishments, style, and equipment used will be compared and contrasted.  Since students will have to rely on websites for much of this information, a lesson on website evaluation will be taught by the librarian before the research begins.

     Once the information has been gathered, students will work in teams of 2 to create and present a Power Point that explains the sport they researched to their classmates, and contrasts a 2006 Olympic athlete with the historical athlete researched.  

Estimated Duration:
2 weeks

Commentary:

Research will take place prior to the beginning of the Olympic Games, February 10-26, 2006.  Students will be expected to follow the progress of their athlete while the games are being played in Turino, Italy.

Pre-Assessment:
Scoring Guidelines:
     Students will answer a survey question: “What do you know about the sport of ________________________.”

The Student Research Checklist on the back of their FLIP-IT paper serves as an ongoing assessment of what sources have been consulted and which search terms have been successful.  Bibliography template serves as listing of which sources have had useful information.

Post-Assessment:
Students will answer the same survey question as used in the pre-assessment: “What do you know about the sport of ________________________.”

Scoring Guidelines:
Inspiration outline, bibliography template, and student research guide will be monitored during the research process by the ELA teacher to make sure students are making progress with their research.  The research process will be graded according to a rubric that accesses the students ability to follow the steps in the FLIP-IT information literacy model: to question (Focus points), plan (Locate information), gather information (Information), sort (code notes to focus points), synthesize (Product), evaluate (Intelligent), and report their research (Thinking).
Instructional Procedures:
Day 1: Language Arts Teacher and Librarian 

Two 42-minute class periods in Computer Lab.

English Language Arts teacher passes out rubric for the cluster Olympic project requirements.  Students will research one of the current Winter Olympic sports to find a description of the sport, country of origin, equipment needed, uniforms worn, special vocabulary of the sport, and records held.  Students will also choose one of the current members of the US Olympic team for that sport and a past Olympic participant in that sport to research, locating biographical information and personal records held in that sport.  Students will take the information from their research and work with a classmate to create a Power Point to be shown to their classmates that will explain the sport and profile current and past participants. 

English/Language Arts students will choose a sport to research from the ones featured in the current Winter Olympics.  No more than 2 students from each class will research the same sport.  Students will answer a simple survey question in writing: What do I know about the sport of _____________________.”

Students will create a research web using Inspiration software in the Computer Lab.  Students have used this program before, so this will be their first opportunity to create a research web on their own, generating their own questions for their research outline.  The Librarian will offer a quick refresher on how the program works, and she and the ELA teacher will offer assistance as needed.

At the center of the web is the name of the chosen Olympic sport.  Links are added for the main topics to be researched, which should include: 

Description of how the sport is played, country of origin, equipment, uniform, special vocabulary of the sport, records held, current and historical participants.

Students will be guided to these topics, and will then be directed to go back to each of these ideas and link more specific questions students may have about their sport.  The outline is to reflect the student’s own plan for their research, and is not expected to be the same as everyone else’s in the class. 

Students print their outline.

Day 2: Two 42-minute periods in Computer Lab with Librarian and ELA teacher  

FLIP-IT note taking sheet is passed out.  Students fill in Focus points generated from their Inspiration outline.

The Bibliography-Template sheet is passed out.  Students are directed to look at the Student Research Checklist on the back of their FLIP-IT note taking sheet.  These two sheets parallel each other.  The Librarian will review the INFOhio sources most likely to help with this research.  As each source is pointed out and reviewed, the bibliographic citation information required is reviewed.  Students are encouraged to keep track of what sources they have used by indicating on the checklist the date a particular source was used and the search term that was successful.  

Since students will be creating a Power Point of their research, they will be shown how to temporarily save pictures to a file as they find them so they can easily access them when they are creating their Power Point.

Students will research the history, rules, and equipment of their chosen sport with INFOhio sources.  Students will not print information – they will take notes and code them according to the FLIP-IT style.  

Day 3: Computer lab  Two 42-minute class periods with Librarian and ELA teacher
Since half of the research for this project requires accessing current information about new equipment and Olympic athletes at commercial websites, the librarian will demonstrate how to identify the quality of a web site using the official Torino Olympic website and the “Critical Evaluation of a Website” worksheet.  

Students will log into the TPS network and connect to the Internet with Internet Explorer.  They will connect to the official Torino 2006 Olympic website at http://www.torino2006.org/ENG/OlympicGames/home/index.html.  The students will then fill out the worksheet as the librarian points out the various parts and features of the website:

· The URL of the site

· The name of the site

· How long the page takes to load

· If the pictures are helpful

· If each section of the page is labeled

· If the website author signs his/her real name

· Is there an email address to contact the website author

· Is there a date to tell you when the page was last updated?

· If you click on a link on the page, does the link connect

· If you go to another page on the site, can you get back to the main page

· If there are helpful photographs on the page

· Do the photos appear to have been altered, or can you accept them as true photos

· Does the title of the page tell you what it is about?

· Is there a paragraph on the page to explain what the page is about?

· Is the information on the page useful for your project?

· If not, what do you do next?

· Would you have gotten more information from an encyclopedia or book?

· Can you tell if the information on the page is current>

· Do you have to have current information?

· Does the page lead you to some other good information (links)?

The students will begin their Internet research at this site and continue taking notes.  If students find pictures they anticipate using in their PowerPoint, they will copy and save them to file, and note bibliographic information for each image.

Books about Winter Olympic sports from the library collection will have been pulled from the library shelves and moved to a cart to make them easier for students to locate if they do not have permission to use the Internet at school. These students will have to scan pictures and save them to a file for their Power Point. 

Students should complete their research at the end of Day 3, when all questions on their outline are answered and they have at least 3 different sources – at least one database and at least one Internet site.  If needed, students may go to the public library or continue research at home on the Internet.

Day 4-5: in Language Arts Classroom  
Students will work in groups to storyboard their PowerPoint presentation about their Olympic sport and athletes.

Students write summary statements for their Power Point.

Differentiated Instructional Support
Special Education Language Arts – two 42-minute class periods in the Library

Developmentally Handicapped Special Education students will research a Winter Olympic sport using a worksheet asking them to list a description of how the sport is played, the country of origin, equipment used, uniforms worn, and records held.  They will gather biographical information about one of the members of the US team for that sport.  The source of their information will be noted.  The pace of the reading and research will be slowed to accommodate individual needs.

Special education students will be directed to SIRS at INFOhio, which has an easier reading level.

Extension
Language Arts teachers can give students poem formats to create poems about their sports.  These can be used in their Power Points or shared with the class. 

The following formats can be used:
Cinquain format:   (Sport Name)
(2 words, country of origin)
 (3 words – actions of the sport)
 (Eight words giving equipment used, uniform worn, where played)
Student name

Wishing upon a poem format:

Pattern: Line 1 – I wish I were

              Line 2 – Who you would like to be

              Line 3 – Where would you like to be

              Line 4 – What would you like to be doing, usually   

                                an “ing” word

               Line 5 – How would you be doing it

Parts of Speech Poetry format:

Pattern:  1 article – 1 noun

               1 adjective – 1 conjunction – 1 adjective

               1 verb – 1 conjunction – 1 verb

               1 adverb

               1 noun that relates to the noun in the first line

Preposition Poetry:

Pattern:   noun

               Verb, verb, verb

               Prepositional phrase

               Prepositional phrase

               Prepositional phrase

               Noun

Homework Options and Home Connections
Students will be asked to watch the winter Olympics on TV so they can follow the progress of their athlete during the games in Italy.

Honors ELA students will be expected to write and perform one “Olympic Daily Update” for morning PA announcements.
Interdisciplinary Connections
All 7th grade teachers are aware of the writing process, and are expected to go through the prewriting steps of brainstorming and organizing before any writing assignment in their subject area.  

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Access to the computer lab to create Inspiration outline, and to the Internet for research 

FLIP-IT sheet 

Inspiration software

Student Research Checklist

Bibliography Template

FLIP-IT research process rubric

Critical Evaluation of Websites handout

Poetry formats for extension activity

Website evaluation handout/worksheet

For students
Returned, signed Acceptable Use Policies for student login cards

Bookmarked Olympic Web sites and INFOhio

Books about the Olympics from the JJHS Library collection
Key Vocabulary

Bobsled                        luge                          skeleton

Alpine                          short track               biathlon 

curling                          Nordic combined      anthem 

motto                           venue                        steroids performance-enhancing drugs                       doping 

metric system terminology (km, m)

URL                              authority                  address

Home                            sponsor                    objectivity

Bias                              currency                   accuracy misinformation
Technology Connections
Students will use Inspiration software without teacher direction for the first time.

Students use data bases to research their winter Olympic sport.  

Students use Internet Search Engines with a plan for identifying search terms and authority.  

Word Processing skills are practiced.

E-mail Olympic athletes

Power Point presentation about Olympic sport and athlete

Research Connections
Colhoun, Alexander.  “But - I found it on the Internet!”  The Christian Science Monitor.  Available at: http://csmonitor.com/cgi-bin/durableRedirect.pl?/durable/2000/04/25/p16sl.htm.  Accessed: November 18, 2005.

“Evaluating Web Sites,”  Multnomah County Library Homework Center.  Available at: http://www.ultcolib.org/homework/webeval.html.  Accessed: November 20, 2005.

Schrock, Kathleen.  “The ABCs of Web Site Evaluation,” Teaching Media Literacy in the Age of the Internet, 2nd ed. 2002.

Yucht, Alice H.  FLIP-it! An Information Skills Strategy for Student Researchers.  Linworth, 1997.

Yucht, Alice H.  “FLIP-it!”  available at http://www.aliceinfo.org/FLPT_infoskills.html.  Accessed February 22, 2004.

General Tips

Attachments
FLIP-it note taking sheet with Student Research Checklist 

Bibliography Template

Web Site Evaluation handout/worksheet
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