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Language Arts

GRADE 7
B. Acquisition of Vocabulary 


b. 7.8 Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.

F. Writing Process

f. 7.10 Use available technology to compose text.

f. 7.16 Apply tools (e.g. rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge quality of writing.

f. 7.17 Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a format appropriate to the purpose, using such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.

I. Research

i. 7.7  Use an appropriate form of documentation, with teacher assistance, to acknowledge sources (e.g., bibliography, works cited).

J.  Communications: Oral & Visual

j. 7.1 Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cues, making visual contact).
j. 7.8 Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a.- demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence;
d. -use appropriate                visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology;

j. 7.9  Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations that convey relevant information and descriptive details.

Technology

B. 7.1  Select an appropriate software tool to create and publish print information (e.g., word processor for a report, desktop publishing tool for signs/calendars/newsletters).
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Lesson Four Summary: What Makes a Hero?
After comparing heroes, students will have a broad understanding of heroes and their role(s) in society.    The students have researched and made a poster of a historical or a famous hero. Additionally, they have written essays about “everyday” heroes.  Finally, using technology skills, they will publish their hero essays to create an anthology. 

The stories will be edited, word processed, and collated into a class book.  The students may add a graphic or a picture of their hero. This book will be donated to the library for others to enjoy and use in their decision making.


Estimated Duration:

Three – Five 45 minute classes

Commentary: The availability of computers and the students’ prior experience with Microsoft Word will determine the duration of this lesson.

Some independent work (interviews, photos) may be required.

Pre-Assessment:

Using a Consensagram the teacher will evaluate students’ prior experience using Microsoft Word.
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Scoring Guidelines: 
The rubric from lesson three will determine students’ knowledge of heroes.  The result of the Consensagram will determine the amount of assistance each student will require.

Post-Assessment:
Using a checklist, the students’ final publication will be assessed for proper layout, including margins, fonts, spacing, and inserting clipart.

Scoring Guidelines:

Checklist

Instructional Procedures: 
Using Microsoft Word students will type their final essays. 

The precise layout will be specified in the checklist, with strict detail given to the heading, the margins and to font style and size.

The final essays will be compiled into an anthology and kept in the library for others to read and enjoy.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Students who have no knowledge or limited experience with word processing will be instructed to use the Online Practice Module for Independent Learning – A step-by-step tutorial for learning applications.

http://www.internet4classrooms.com
                                                                                                                          (3)


Extension
Students follow up with additional reading about heroes (fact or fiction):

http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/booklist/heroes_booklist.html
Anyone Can be a Hero, Can You?

Sabin, Ellen. (2004) The Hero Book: Learning Lessons from People you Admire.  

             New York: Watering Can Press.


Homework Options and Home Connections
If students have a computer at home, the rough draft may be word processed at home. 


Interdisciplinary Connections
Character education, Social Studies.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Access to computers or computer lab

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

Computers

Digital camera, scanner


Key Vocabulary                                                                                                 (4)   
See attached lists –Glossary terms1 and Glossary terms2

Writing and Desktop Publishing on the Computer (1996).             

            Westminster: California.  (pp. 77-78).


Technology Connections
Students will use word processing, digital camera and/or a scanner for the publication of their hero stories.


Research Connections
Research was done in the previous three lessons.  This is a productivity lesson


General Tips

Due to our students’ lack of keyboarding skills, projects deemed for publication may take longer than planned.
Attachments
Glossary terms1 and Glossary terms2


	
	



