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GRADE 7
B. Acquisition of Vocabulary 

b. 7.1 Determine the meaning of unknown words through context clues and the author’s use of comparison, contrast, definition, restatement and example.

b. 7.8 Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.

C. Reading Process: Concept of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies

c. 7.1 Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems

c. 7.4  Summarize the information in texts, using key ideas, supporting details and referencing gaps or contradictions.

c. 7.6 Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.

c. 7.7  Monitor own comprehension by adjusting speed to fit purpose, or by skimming scanning, reading on, looking back, note taking or summarizing what has been read so far in text.

D. Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

d. 7.1  Use text features  such as chapter titles, headings and subheadings; parts of books including the index and table and table of contents; and online tools to locate information.

F. Writing Process

f. 7.2 Conduct background reading, interviews or surveys when appropriate.

f. 7.4  Determine a purpose and audience.

f. 7.9 Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style appropriate to audience and purpose.

f. 7.11 Reread and analyze clarity of writing.

f. 7.16 Apply tools (e.g. rubric, checklist and feedback) to judge quality of writing.

f. 7.17 Prepare for publication (e.g., for display or for sharing with others) writing that follows a format appropriate to the purpose, using such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design (e.g., margins, tabs, spacing and columns) and graphics (e.g., drawings, charts and graphs) to enhance the final product.

G. Writing Applications
g. 7.6  Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes, poems) for various purposes.

H. Writing Conventions
h. 7.1 Spell high-frequency words correctly.

h. 7.2 Use commas, end marks, apostrophes and quotation marks correctly.

h. 7.3  Use correct capitalization.

I. Research

i. 7.1  Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

j. 7.2  Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

i. 7.7  Use an appropriate form of documentation, with teacher assistance, to acknowledge sources (e.g., bibliography, works cited).

J.  Communications: Oral & Visual

j. 7.1 Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cues, making visual contact).
j. 7.2 Draw logical inferences from presentations and visual media.

j. 7.8 Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a.- demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence;
j. 7.9  Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations that convey relevant information and descriptive details.

Information Literacy
E. 7.3  Select information from different types of subscription resources to meet information needs.

E. 7.7 Take notes, organize information into logical sequence.

Technology Literacy

A. 7.3 Login to OPAC remotely via username and password.

Technology Literacy

A. 7.3 Login to OPAC remotely via username and password.
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Lesson Two Summary:What Makes a Hero?
The purpose of Lesson Two is to construct a Wall of Fame visual, which assimilates and integrates both the information from Lesson One, and the students’ prior knowledge into individual posters, to be shared with the entire school in a prominent place. 

Procedures – Persons having heroic qualities are chosen by the students, who research their biographies and cull from their readings no more than three major examples of heroic behavior to include on the poster. Working from a rubric, students will compose a visually attractive poster containing the name, date of birth, death, a subheading if appropriate, and the three facts. Students will then present their hero to the class, using an appropriate rubric, featuring posture, eye contact, voice clarity, and content.

Estimated Duration:
Five days- contingent on the availability of computers for research by all the classes.

Commentary:
Our classrooms have a limit of four computers per classroom, and our computer lab is very busy throughout the day with the regular computer classes. Scheduling for 70 students is challenging. 


Pre-Assessment:
Teachers will use those items from the post-assessment from Lesson One, namely, evaluation of class discussion, generation of a hero vocabulary list, and journal sample entries to determine student readiness for the development of the poster for the Wall of Fame. 

Scoring Guidelines:                                                                                (2)  

Pre-Assessment Scoring Guidelines– Will include teacher judgment, and the extent to which modifications are necessary to move the majority of the class along. 

Teachers will need to guide the students in their  selection of appropriate hero choices for the poster, taking care not to diminish student enthusiasm, while encouraging the use of true heroes, rather than celebrities/idols.

Students have the opportunity for self-assessment as they encounter difficulties either with finding enough information on the topic, (research), compacting the information to fit both the intent and the space on the poster, and/or the availability or lack thereof of computers.

Post-Assessment:
Teacher should use both the Library Media Specialist rubric, and a student constructed rubric to evaluate the poster.  Students must turn in their biography research papers, as a well as the two rubrics with their poster.

Scoring Guidelines:
Scoring guidelines for the poster project include attractiveness, presence of required elements, content accuracy, and mechanics. 

The poster presentation rubric is developed by each individual class, and both presenters and listeners are evaluated by their fellow students.

Instructional Procedures:

· Students will be asked to thoughtfully choose an individual hero to display on a poster for the Wall of Fame, taking care to remember those discussions and writings from Lesson One.

· Students will be presented with the rubric, and time will be allotted in the library, both for a complete explanation of the rubric details, and a search for an appropriate hero. 

· Once the potential hero has been identified, the student will proceed through the usual steps of a biographical research, using both print and on-line resources.

· The student will narrow the focus from the entire hero lifetime to three well-chosen reasons why this person qualifies as a hero, i.e. What Makes a Hero?

· Information in hand, the student will construct the poster, on Word, using the rubric to guide him.

· After the student is finished, but before he prints out the poster, the teacher will become involved for a final look-see.  

· The student is now ready to make his hero presentation to the class. Each individual class will generate the rubric for this presentation. 

· During the presentation the class will have the opportunity to further question the presenter.  If the student does not have the answer, he will look it up and report back.
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Differentiated Instructional Support
Most of the students should be able to participate successfully in this lesson.  

The biographies may be shortened and simplified, and the word- processing component may require a time extension.   


Extension
.

Students may desire to go beyond the three facts, to learn additional material. 

During the presentations, the student audience may ask questions which require the presenter to look further for the answers.

Students may become interested in the life and times of their hero, and want more information. (History, Government, Wars)


Homework Options and Home Connections
Homework – Read the biographies, be ready with the three important facts for the poster.

Homework – Practice your poster presentation with parents. 

Interdisciplinary Connections
See Extensions, i.e. Social Studies (History, Government, Wars, Olympic Games).

Current Events 


Materials and Resources:                                                                       (4)

For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Poster board, construction paper, glue

Rubric # 1. Generated with Rubistar – See attachment

Rubric # 2. Student Poster Presentation – Each individual class generated their own rubric for the class. 

For students
Student packet of selected student materials, including the poster requirements, the Rubistar rubric, and the student-generated rubrics.

Print and on-line resource material (biographies)

Computers

Poster materials – Posterboard, constuction paper, glue


Key Vocabulary
List key terms that need to be defined prior to or as part of instruction.

See attached list mentioned in lesson one.

Technology Connections

The finished product in this lesson is a technology-based, student-generated poster for the Wall of Fame. Students used the internet to access their biographies.

Research Connections

Students will use a variety of print resources, (biographies, autobiographies, diaries, journals, and encyclopedias).

Students will also use on-line biographies.


General Tips
Time extension may be necessary due to computer overload.

Attachments                                                                                               (5)

Example of a student poster
Rubric – Making a Poster: Heroes

Poster requirements


	
	


