	

A Parade of States:

A Multidisciplinary Unit focusing on Reading/Language Arts and the Fine Arts



	 
English/Language Arts Standards, Grade 5:

Reading Applications: Informational, Technical, and Persuasive Texts

Benchmark A: Use text features and graphics to organize, analyze, and draw inferences from content and to gain additional information.

Indicator 3:  Compare important details about a topic, using different sources of information, including books, magazines, newspapers and online resources.

Indicator 5:  Analyze information found in maps, charts, tables, graphs and diagrams.

English/Language Arts Standards, Grade 5:

Research

Benchmark A:  Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for inquiry and investigation and develop a plan for gathering information.

Indicator 1:  Generate a topic (assigned or personal interest) and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information.

Benchmark B:  Located and summarize important information from multiple sources.

Indicator 2:  Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources, and Internet-based resources).

Benchmark C:  Organize information in a systematic way.

Indicator 3:  Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables, or graphic organizers).



	Lesson Summary:
Students will be introduced to, and use a research model to locate and evaluate information sources useful to their state research project.  The library-media specialist and classroom teacher will work together to instruct the basic components of the district-selected research model and work with the students in using it to develop a set of essential questions necessary to guide them through their research project.


Estimated Duration:
One hour of whole-group instruction will be needed to introduce the research model.  

One week (5 classes) will be needed to complete the research.

Commentary:

The ultimate goal of this unit is for students to immerse them-selves in information about the state they are researching.  The children will then write and design an original brochure about the state, design a shoe-box float of the state, and design/build an art piece representative of both the state and the fine art that was developed or became prominent in the region of the country where their state is located.  In order to do this, the children will be researching their state.  This series of lessons and research periods will provide them with the historical, cultural, geographical and economic basics that they should know in order to be able to create their brochure, float, and fine-art piece.  The children will then present their projects in order to peer-teach the rest of the class about their assigned state within the United States.


Pre-Assessment:
The class will be involved in a discussion about how they would locate information for a state project. This will be done before the research model is introduced and instructed.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teachers will gather informational data based on observation of the students as they participate in the discussion.

Post-Assessment:
The students will complete an assignment organizer that will direct their research. 

Teachers will hold ongoing conferences with individual students during class work time to assess understanding and completion of the assignment organizer.

Scoring Guidelines:

Using the completed assignment organizer, teachers will base the assessment on the student’s abilities to locate specific information to produce a brochure about their state.

Instructional Procedures:
Teachers will introduce the steps in the Big 6® model by working through each of the model’s six steps using the state of Ohio as a topic.  Students will experience the process they will go through for their state as the teachers model filling in the assignment organizer using Ohio.  The media specialist will model using search engines, INFOhio and SIRS Discoverer to find answers to their research questions.

Each student will receive a copy of the rubric that will be used to score the brochure. The students and teachers will discuss the qualities that will enable the brochure to earn the highest grade.

The teachers will conference with students individually throughout the research working sessions as a way to assess understanding of the research model and to help students move through the process.  Students will be given approximately five days of 45 minute class periods to research and conference.  


Differentiated Instructional Support
Some of the students who need a greater level of support for this project will be assigned Ohio as their state topic.  Because the teacher modeled the research process using Ohio, students should be able to grasp the process for this piece more easily.  These students will be grouped together so the teachers can more easily work closely with them.

We will be using two sets of state books as a primary print source of research information.  One set has a primary student reading level and the other is written at a middle-grade level. 

Students will also be shown how to use SIRS Discoverer to find information on their lexile level.


Extension
The following independent projects may be completed in class or outside of class.

Design and write a postcard from your state.

Design a travel poster for your state.

Request information about your state by writing a letter to the department of travel and tourism for your state.

Plan a trip to your state using an AAA Guide Book.

Download your state’s song to share with the class.

Dress as a famous character from your state’s history.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students may choose to look up information for their research at home or through the public library or other outside sources.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Social Studies:  Regions of the United States

Language Arts:  Reading and Writing Skills – see standards

Library: Research – see standards


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Teaching Information & Technology Skills: The Big6 in Elementary Schools by Michael B. Eisenberg and Robert E. Berkowitz,
The United States (classroom social studies text)

For students
assignment organizer, state brochure assessment rubric, INFOhio, SIRS Discoverer, Celebrate the States (book series) by Benchmark Books, From Sea to Shining Sea (book series) by Children’s Press, NationalGeographic.com/xpeditions/atlas, Internet search engines (www.google.com, www.yahooligans.com), and The United States (classroom social studies text)


Key Vocabulary
Big6® vocabulary: information, extract, synthesis, evaluation, citation

other vocabulary:  natural resources, geography, climate 


Technology Connections
Students will use search engines and SIRS Discoverer to locate information on the Internet.


Research Connections
Howard Gardner Multiple Intelligences


General Tips
We discovered that one hour was not enough time to introduce the research model, and that it was too much to grasp in one session.  We modeled one section at a time and had the students fill in their copy after we modeled.  We took three days to do this, but felt the time was well used since the students had their research information ready to use and felt comfortable getting started.


Attachments
assignment organizer, 
float, brochure, and oral presentation assessment rubric, 
Celebrate the States and From Sea to Shining Sea bibliographies 




