	

Lesson Plan Template




	
A. Generate ideas and determine a topic suitable for writing.

B. Determine audience and purpose for self-selected and assigned writing tasks.

C. Apply knowledge of graphics or other organizers to clarify ideas of writing assessments.

D. Spend the necessary amount of time to revisit, rework and refine pieces of writing.

E. Use revision strategies to improve the coherence of ideas, clarity of sentence structure and effectiveness of word choices.

F. Use a variety of resources and reference materials to select more effective vocabulary when editing.

G. Edit to improve sentence fluency, grammar and usage. 

H. Apply tools to judge the quality of writing.

I. Prepare writing for publication that is legible, follows an appropriate format and uses techniques such as electronic resources and graphics.

J. 
	Lesson Summary:
Students will web information found during the state investigation and write a paragraph about the selected state. This paragraph will be published in the form of an illustrated pamphlet about the state.

Estimated Duration:
Three 30 minute sessions

Commentary:  Each student will be given a bright yellow “Investigate” folder in which papers from all research topics in third grade will be stored. For this project, each student begins with a grading rubric, Power Point slide note packet, Bibliography Worksheet, State Brochure Guidelines, and 2 sheets of blank loose-leaf paper for writing the rough draft of the About the Author paragraph for the last Power Point slide.

Pre-Assessment:  Each student will use the Power Point slide note packet and turn to the person on his or her right to share 2 interesting things about the state that has been investigated. The purpose of this is to use the note-taking sheet to get ready to web the most interesting things about the state.

           Scoring Guidelines:
           The teacher will circulate throughout the room to be certain that students

            are using their note packet from which to retrieve information and that 

            the information shared with the other student is, in fact, interesting. For 

            each fact shared that the other student thinks is interesting, a WOW! 

            sticker will be given to the student who is sharing. Students will be

            instructed that this is a peer-editing procedure. Students are to help

            one another find truly interesting facts about the state.

Post-Assessment:
The teacher will score the completed state pamphlet using the State Brochure Grading Rubric.

Scoring Guidelines:
Refer to the State Brochure Grading Rubric, attached.

Instructional Procedures:
First 30 minute lesson, in the classroom:

1. Give each student a tongue depressor stick with the word WOW! written on it with a colorful marker. Ask students to hold up the stick if the statements  I share with them are really interesting. 

2. Using the overhead and my model Hawaii Power Point slide note-taking packet, page 3, choose 2 interesting facts about Hawaii to share with the students. Read them and explain to the students that if most students hold up the WOW! stick, I earn a WOW! sticker.

3.  Distribute 2 WOW! stickers to each student. Keep them to use in the sharing activity to follow.

4.  Each student uses his note-taking packet to select two interesting facts about the state he or she investigated. Pair students next to one another to turn to the other and share the facts. If the fact shared is deemed really interesting to the listener, then a WOW! sticker is given to the speaker. If the fact isn’t interesting, the students work together looking through the notes to find a more interesting fact.

5.  Distribute the blank information web to each student. In the center, each student will write the name of the state he or she investigated. In the five shapes, an interesting fact will be written.

6. Self-edit, then get a teacher or parent editor to check that facts are complete.

Second 30 minute lesson, in the classroom:
1. Review mini-lesson done previously about good lead sentences in paragraphs enticing the reader into the front door of your paragraph. Use examples of good leads and boring leads.

2. Students are to use the web created yesterday to write a minimum 5 sentence paragraph about the state investigated.

3. Students use whisper phones to read aloud the paragraph to self-edit. Then use the Editor’s Box for an adult edit.

Third 30 minute lesson, in the classroom:

1. Give students the final copy of the State Pamphlet on which to copy the edited paragraph.

2. Using the overhead projector, show students my model web of Hawaii with the interesting facts written in and then show the final copy of the State Pamphlet with my paragraph written. Relate how the web is used to write the paragraph. Ask students to check my lead sentence for an enticing invitation to continue reading. Ask students for some more examples of great lead sentences.

3. Show students the cover and where symbol pictures specific to the state will be drawn.

4. Remind students to do Quality work.

5. Final copy of the pamphlet along with the web and the rough draft needs to be turned in.

Differentiated Instructional Support
Students may write as few as 5 sentences, or as many sentences as they wish. 

Additional sentences will be written on the back pages of the pamphlet using dark lined paper that will be glued on the back three panels of the pamphlet.


Extension

1. State flag matching game. Flags from each state were enlarged and matched with the state outline. The cards were made and laminated. We played in small groups.

2. During our time in the LMC, students were taught how to search on the computer for a poem with their states as the topic. We searched in the Ottawa Hills Library patron’s catalog and used the link from our site to the Toledo Lucas County Public Library. Students filled out a sheet with the name of the book and the catalog number so that we can actually check out the books and share these poems.
3. Each student identified his state on a map of the U.S. by making a pennant with his name and pinning this on the state capital of the state he or she was investigating. Poems found about the states will be pinned up around this map.
Homework Options and Home Connections
Students were asked to search the websites bookmarked by Mrs. Peete, in collaboration with Mrs. Smith and the third grade teachers, on the Grade 3 Ottawa Hills Elementary School page for additional interesting information about the states they investigated. They were to search for symbols that could be drawn on the State Pamphlet that were specific to their particular states.

In addition, students were challenged to talk to their parents to find people to interview who had lived in or knew people who currently live in the states they were investigating. (Two grandparents who live in South Dakota and were visiting came in to meet the class! Everyone was excited about this.)


Interdisciplinary Connections
We grouped the states that had been chosen into the different regions in the U.S.

We identified the state that had the most bordering states, and the  most major rivers and lakes. We also discerned the states that had a different country as a border.

We are reading poetry about the states, and will write acrostic poems about the states that we investigated. Information researched will be used, and the poems will be illustrated. 


Materials and Resources:

1. Web for information

2. Power Point slide note-taking packet
3. State Brochure Grading Rubric
4. State Brochure Instruction paper for the Investigate folder
5. Investigate folder
6. WOW! Stickers
7. WOW! Tongue depressors
8. Blank loose-leaf paper
9. Pamphlet format paper
Key Vocabulary
investigate          pamphlet          enticing


Technology Connections
Next time we publish in a pamphlet format, we will have the students generate their own pamphlets on the Print Shop program. Two of the third grade teaching team took a Print Shop class and feel that this would be a good project for the students to publish in the Print Shop pamphlet format.

We also feel after having taught this unit that the students could import picture symbols onto the Print Shop pamphlet in addition to or in place of hand drawing the picture symbols. Students could be given a choice since they are already learning how to import their individual photographs on the last Power Point slide:  About the Author.


Research Connections
Judy Davis, No Nonsense Guide to Teaching Writing
Fountas and Pinnell, Guiding Readers and Writers, Grades 3 – 6
Wong, Effective Teaching

General Tips
Gifted student writers were encouraged to write more than one paragraph on their pamphlets. 


Attachments:

1. Information web

ST_SmithPuffPeete_Web.tiff
2. State Brochure Instruction Guide
ST_SmithPuffPeete_BrocInstruc.doc
3. State Brochure Grading Rubric
ST_SmithPuffPeete_BrochRub.doc
4. Brochure Format Paper
ST_SmithPuffPeete_Brochure.doc
5. Timeline and Initial Instructions

ST_SmithPuffPeete_TimelineDir.doc


	
	


