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Ohio Standards Connections:

Arts-Music Gr. 5:
Analyzing and Responding

Benchmark A: Describe and evaluate a piece of music using developed criteria based on elements of music and music vocabulary.

Indicator 1: Identify dynamics, tempo, meter and tonality in various pieces of music aurally.

Arts-Music Gr. 5:

Valuing Music/Aesthetic Reflection

Benchmark A: Reflect on and describe how music performance and settings affect audience response.

Indicator 1: Describe audience etiquette associated with various music performances and settings.

Benchmark C: Justify one’s personal preference of music choice using music vocabulary.

Indicator 6: Develop and apply criteria to support personal preferences for specific music works.

Arts-Music Gr. 5:

Connections, Relationships and Applications.
Benchmark A: Compare and contrast common terms used in and for the interpretation of music and other arts disciplines.

Indicator 1: Interpret music through dance, drama and visual art.

Arts-Drama/Theatre Gr. 5:

Analyzing and Responding Standard

Benchmark A: Use appropriate dramatic/theatrical vocabulary, elements and principles.

Indicator 1: Use appropriate dramatic/theatrical vocabulary to describe dramatic/theatrical experiences.

Arts-Drama/Theatre Gr. 5:
Connections, Relationships and Applications

Benchmark A: discover the interdependence of theatre and other art forms.

Indicator 1: Combine art forms to create a dramatic/theatrical experience.

English Language Arts Gr. 5:
Communication: Oral and Visual
Benchmark C: Vary language choice and use effective presentation techniques including voice modulation and enunciation.
Indicator 6: Use clear diction, pitch, tempo and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.

English Language Arts Gr. 5:

Reading Applications: Literary Text
Benchmark A: Describe and analyze the elements of character development.
Indicator 1: Explain how a character’s thoughts, words and actions reveal his or her motivations.

Benchmark F: Identify similarities and differences of various literary forms and genres.

Indicator 6: Describe the defining  characteristics of literary forms and genres, including poetry, drama, chapter books, biographies, fiction and non-fiction.


	Unit: Poetry Alive through Music

Lesson 3: Musical and Dramatic Elements

Alaina Ruffner, Anita Brown: Language Arts/Music
Lesson Summary:
The students will learn how to incorporate dramatic and musical  elements into a poem.  The students will analyze meter, rhythm, tempo and dynamics by reading two poems and then experiencing samples of music with each.  The students will then learn how to utilize the stage properly.  A parent letter and rubric will be passed out and discussed.  Students will then choose a piece of music for their poem and will have an opportunity to rehearse and make props for their performance   

Estimated Duration:
Two forty-five minute music classes

Pre-Assessment:
After reading the poems aloud, students will analyze different pieces of music set to them.  The students will watch the music teacher model a poem on stage and critique the performance.
Scoring Guidelines:
The students’ knowledge will be evaluated through teacher judgment.
Post-Assessment:
Student knowledge will be evaluated by responses made in class.  The students will assess each other as they critique each other’s poems.  The unit post assessment will take place in the final lesson where the students will perform their prepared poem. 
Scoring Guidelines:
The students will be assessed by the rubric given.
Instructional Procedures:
1. Students will read aloud “Dancing Pants” by Shel Silverstein.  

2. The poem will then be read with music set to it.

3. Students will analyze the music choice.

4. The teacher will play two to three more examples and have students explain why the music was good or bad for the poem.  Discussion will include dynamics, rhythm, tempo, the mood, and meter.
5. The teacher and students will repeat steps 1-4 with “Afraid of the Dark” by Shel Silverstein.
6. Students will discuss the parts of the stage.

7. Teacher will model reading the poem “Dancing Pants” with poor stage etiquette.

8. As the students critique the teacher’s performance, proper staging techniques will be taught. 
9. The rubric will be explained to the students.

10. Music Students will go to the drama closet to get ideas for any costumes or props that they would want to borrow.

11. Students will choose the music for their performance in a small group with teacher direction.

12. When not choosing music, students will have the opportunity to rehearse with a partner and make props for their performance.

Differentiated Instructional Support
For some classes poems will be read more than once.  Students with special needs will have assistance from aides.  Different music options will be available to students upon request.  

Extension
Students may continue to read poetry and will connect it to music that they hear outside of music class. 

Homework Options and Home Connections
Students have the opportunity to choose music from home to set to their poem.  Students can use props and costumes from home.

Interdisciplinary Connections
Language Arts: Students will be learning poetry forms.
Library: Students will be locating poetry in the school media center.
Music: Students will be analyzing different pieces of music and choosing an appropriate piece for their poem, while considering dynamics, tempo, rhythm, mood, and meter.
Art: Students will be creating props to enhance their performance

Drama: Students will learn the parts of a stage and work on utilizing the stage correctly during a performance.  

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Overhead and CD player

CD 1 for poetry unit

Vol. 2 of Classics

Rap CD

Parent letter and rubric

Transparencies of “Dancing Pants” and “Afraid of the Dark.”

Construction paper, markers and stapler

For students
Their poem

Key Vocabulary
Tempo, rhythm, meter, dynamics, center stage, downstage center, upstage, mood, projection


Technology Connections
Students can search for music online outside of class to enhance their poem.

Research Connections
Reimer, Bennett. “Reconceiving the Standards and the School Music Program.”  Music Educators Journal.  September 2004, Vol. 91/No. 1.

Two of the nine national standards for music education are being used in this unit.  Number six (listening to, analyzing, and describing music) and number eight (understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts.) 

Collins, Donna.  “Eight Reasons for Supporting Quality Arts Education Programs in Ohio’s Schools.”  TRIAD.  November 2004, Vol. LXXII, No. 2.
“The arts have a positive impact on students over their lifetime.  According to The State of the Arts Report 2001, prepared by the Ohio Arts Council, “Research demonstrates that exposure to the arts will improve a child’s creativity, self-esteem and overall capacity for learning.  Further, the role that the arts play in the life of a child directly correlates to the likelihood that the child will be involved in the arts as an adult.”  The arts impact students for a lifetime!”

General Tips
1. Memorization of poem will help their performance because they will have control of the presentation..

2. Wait for the introduction of the song to play before starting to recite.

3. Props will enhance their performance.

Attachments
Parent letter
Rubric


	
	



