	

Lesson 1:  Introduction to Poetry

Alaina Ruffner , Anita Brown: Language Arts/Music



	
Reading Applications: Literary Text

Benchmark F: Identify similarities and differences of various literary forms and genres.

Indicator 6: Describe the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including poetry, drama, chapter books, biographies, fiction and non-fiction.

Benchmark G: Explain how figurative language expresses ideas and conveys mood.

Indicator 7: Interpret how an author’s choice of words appeals to the senses and suggests mood.

Communications: Oral and Visual

Benchmark A: Use effective listening strategies, summarize major ideas and draw logical inferences from presentation and visual media.

Indicator 1: Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cues, making visual contact).

Arts – Music Gr. 5:

Connections, Relationships, Applications

Benchmark A: Compare and contrast common terms used in and for the interpretation of music and other arts disciplines.

Indicator 2: Identify the use of similar elements in music and other art forms and compare how ideas and emotions are expressed in each art form using the same elements.

Benchmark B: Demonstrate ways that subject matter of other disciplines is interrelated with that of music.

Indicator 4: Describe how knowledge of music connects to learning in other subject areas.


	Lesson Summary:

The students will learn how poetry and music interrelate. Elements of music, including meter, rhythm, tempo and dynamics, will be analyzed to see how they affect aesthetic response. How music communicates meanings through text, feelings, moods and images, and how that communication can be enhanced further through simple dramatic elements, will be presented as the teacher and the library media specialist perform a set of poems. Expectations for the final product, student performance of a poem enhanced by music and drama, will be defined in a rubric and modeled by the teacher and the library media specialist.  

Estimated Duration:

45 minute period in the library

Commentary:    The teacher and the library media specialist will model poems that have been enhanced with music and simple dramatic elements.

Pre-Assessment:

After listening to a poem (“Couch Potatoes” by Douglas Florian), the students will create a list of the characteristics of poetry. 

Scoring Guidelines:

The teacher and the library media specialist will evaluate student knowledge through the discussion and the list-creating process. 

Post-Assessment:

Students should be able to include 5 characteristics of poetry and music as they summarize how music and poetry relate.

Scoring Guidelines:

The teacher and the library media specialist will analyze the class summary.


Instructional Procedures:

1. The library media specialist will present an example poem,                   “Couch Potatoes” by Douglas Florian.

2. Students will discuss what makes a poem and then, as a class, list characteristics of poetry. (Use terms such as imaginative language, figurative language, words that suggest mood or atmosphere, rhyme, rhythm, verse)

3. Library media specialist will present a version of “Couch Potatoes” that has been enhanced with simple elements of drama and music. 

4. Students will discuss how music and drama contributed to the presentation of the poem. Add vocabulary – tempo, dynamics, meter, form.  

5. Library media specialist and teacher will alert students to watch and listen to more poems to get ideas for their own presentations.

6. Library media specialist will model poems enhanced by simple elements of drama and music. (“Bleezer’s Ice Cream” by Shel Silverstein, “The Athlete’s Prayer” by Gordon and Bernice Korman, “Raggedy Girl” by Judith Viorst)

7. Library media specialist will help students use newly learned vocabulary that will summarize how poetry and music and drama are related. 

8. Teacher will give a concise description of the rest of the lessons in the unit.


Differentiated Instructional Support
See Lesson #2

Extension
Students may check out poetry books from the library.  


Homework Options and Home Connection

Students may start looking for poems. 


Interdisciplinary Connections

Language Arts: Students will be comparing and contrasting poetry with other forms of writing.

Library: Students will be locating poetry in the school library media center.

Fine Arts (Music and Drama): Students will be making connections across disciplines. Vocabulary that crosses disciplines will be used. E.g. Meter, rhyme, rhythm, verse, tempo, dynamics, form


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Florian.  Laugh-eteria  “Couch Potatoes” (bean bag cushions, construction paper eyes, CD Grieg: Anitra’s Dance)
Silverstein.  A Light in the Attic  “Bleezer’s Ice Cream” (menu on poster, chef’s hat and apron, CD Sousa Marches)

Viorst. Sad Underwear and other Complications “Raggedy Girl” (small comforter, CD Schindler’s List: Theme #14)

Korman. The Last-place Sports Poems of Jeremy Bloom “The Athlete’s Prayer” (soccer jersey, soccer ball, shin guards, students provide rhythm in 4/4 meter – thigh thigh clap rest)

CD player

Easel and chart paper/ marker

Key Vocabulary

Poem, imaginative language, figurative language, mood, atmosphere, rhyme, rhythm, meter, form, verse, tempo, dynamics


Technology Connections

Poetry websites, on-line catalog search for poems will be implemented in lesson #2. 


Research Connections
Eisner, Elliot. W. “What Can Education Learn from the Arts about the Practice of Education?” Journal of Curriculum and Supervision Fall2002, vol.18.  Academic Search Premier. EBSCOhost. Green Intermediate School. Oct. 26, 2005. <http://www.infohio.org>

· “The arts teach students to act and to judge in the absence of rule, to rely on feel, to pay attention to nuance, to act and to appraise the consequences of one’s choices and to revise and then to make other choices.”   

· “…as we learn in and through the arts we become more qualitatively intelligent.”      


General Tips
1. Memorization of the poems makes their presentation more effective. 

2. Use vocabulary word wall to add the terms used in the introductory lesson. Reinforce the vocabulary throughout each lesson.



	
	


