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1. Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems.

7.Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.

Reading Applications:  Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

3. Compare important details about a topic, using different sources of information, including books, magazines, newspapers and online resources.

5. Analyze information found in maps, charts, tables, graphs, and diagrams.

Writing Processes

10. Use available technology to compose text.

Writing Application

4. Write informational essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.

Communication:  Oral and Visual

9. Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations recalling an event or personal experience that convey relevant information and descriptive details.

Technology:  Grade 5

Standard 3:  Technology for Productivity Applications

Benchmark A

Indicator 1

Benchmark B

Indicators 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Benchmark C

Indicator 1

Standard 4:  Technology and Communication Applications Benchmark A

Indicator 1

Benchmark C 

Indicator 3

Standard 5:  Technology and Information Literacy

Benchmark A

Indicator 1, 2, 3, 4

Benchmark B

Indicator 1, 2, 3, 4

Benchmark C

Indicator 1, 2

Benchmark D

Indicator 1, 2


	Lesson Summary:
In this lesson, students examine the many facets of the term “class,” defining the term and exploring some of the ways that class plays into life in American society.  Then students will participate in creating miniature folding houses displaying two different social classes.


Estimated Duration:
This lesson will take approximately three hours.

Commentary:  

This project is meant as an introduction to Charles Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol.  Students are in fifth grade and have been identified gifted in the Superior Cognitive Ability realm.

  
Pre-Assessment:
Using a K-W-L chart in poster format, students list what they knew about social classes and what they would like to find out.  They post their chart in the classroom so that they could later fill out what they learned.

Post-Assessment:
Students will be graded on the completion and accuracy of their miniature folded houses.  

Scoring Guidelines:
Students’ miniature folding house will be graded for completeness, accuracy, and creativity.  Points will be awarded.  See rubric.

Instructional Procedures:

1. Create a KWL chart on large paper listing everything students brainstorm about social class.

2. Direct students to log on to the computer and enter the URL http://www.pbs.org/peoplelikeus/about/index.html.  Students should:  A. Read the background information; B. Click on “The Film,” and read about each person; C.  Click on “Games” and play “Chintz of Shag”; D.  Click on “Talk Back,” and then go through “What class am I”.

3. Direct students to the URL http://www.victorianweb.org.  Students should:  A. Click on and read “Social History”; B. Click on and read “Social Class”; C. Discuss together.

4. Students will then create a miniature-folding house from page 18-21 of Copier Creations by Paul Fleischman.  After searching the Internet for appropriate pictures, students will need to decorate two houses using two different social classes.

Differentiated Instructional Support
This lesson was developed for nine fifth grade students identified gifted in the Superior Cognitive Ability realm.  This activity could be adapted for a higher-grade level regular classroom.  


Extension
Students may continue to explore the internet and search for more information about social class that may interest them.


Homework Options and Home Connections
One of the goals of having a pull-out program is to provide an opportunity for gifted students to spend time together.  The lesson in its entirety will take place in class.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Although the major focus of the lesson is reading, the content of the lesson can easily be integrated with social studies.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

KW-L Chart Paper

Copier Creations by Paul Fleischman

For students
Computer with internet access

“Folding Houses” template


Key Vocabulary
· Social Class


Technology Connections
Students will need to have access to their own computer to complete required research and create folding houses.

 
Research Connections
Students will be using research to facilitate the entire lesson. 

· Searching the internet

· Creating  folding houses


General Tips
· Provide sample miniature folding houses.

· Provide instructional videos for students see the different classes to help them better understand this concept.

Attachments



