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Ohio Standards Connections:


Library Guidelines:

Literacy and Reading Support –

Benchmark B:

Indicators: 1 - 5

Benchmark: C

Indicators: 1, 2, 3, 4 (a, b)

Information Literacy- 

Benchmark: C

Indicators: 1, 2

English Language Arts (Reading):

Acquisition of Vocabulary –

Benchmark: A

Indicators: 1

Benchmark: F

Indicators: 9

Reading Process –

Benchmark: C

Indicators: 1, 2, 5, 7, 9

Reading Applications: Literary Texts –

Benchmarks:  A, B, C, E, G

Indicators: 1 – 7
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Lesson Summary:

This fairy tale unit has been created to foster creative thinking and writing.  The unit is designed in four phases: immersion, creation, publication, and celebration. The unit will begin with an immersion experience, using the fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen (HCA).

Estimated Duration:

Four class meetings (4 – 40 minute classes) with additional readings and immersion experiences within the 3rd grade classrooms.
Commentary: 

Due to the size and philosophical nature of our school, we were permitted much leeway when it came to bringing the two classes together and using blocks of class time which allowed us to provide an ideal immersion experience for the students.  

Pre-Assessment:

The first lesson class meeting will begin with a KWL to assess the students’ knowledge of fairy tales.

Scoring Guidelines: Teacher evaluation.

Post-Assessment: After each fairy tale is read or viewed, students will be asked to refer to their original statements (K) to recognize the characteristics found in the stories of HCA.

Scoring Guidelines: Teacher evaluation.

Instructional Procedures:
Meeting One:

1. Introduce purpose for HCA celebration.

2. Create K-W chart.

3. Power Point presentation of HCA’s life and an overview of Denmark.

4. Paired reading modeled by teachers: Thumbelina, followed by discussion referring to K chart and guiding students to connect the story to HCA’s life.

5. View: Rabbit Ears’ The Emperor’s New Clothes, followed by discussion referring to K chart and guiding students to connect the story to HCA’s life.

Meeting Two:

1. Review of K-W chart and information about HCA.

2. Paired reading modeled by teachers: The Ugly Duckling, followed by discussion of referring to K chart and guiding students to connect the story to HCA’s life.

3. Brainstorming of words that make fairy tales special.  Development of a “magic word” wall.

4. Partner students for paired- reading of fairy tale of choice.  Give students paper slips for their discovered “magic words’ to add to the word wall.

5. Return students to full group for comparison of fairy tales and to share their “magic words.”

6. Teachers will read The Princess and the Pea and The Sweethearts to complete the day’s immersion experience.  Readings will be followed by discussion referring to K chart and guiding students to connect the stories to HCA’s life.

7. Throughout the week, classroom teachers will read The Steadfast Tin Soldier, The Little Match Girl, and The Fir Tree.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Multiple copies of different versions of HCA’s fairy tales

Partner students for paired reading according to reading abilities 

Present stories to students both orally and visually


Extension
Third grade classroom teachers will continue to add “magic words” after reading stories in class.  “Magic words” will be selected to be challenge words for the weekly spelling lists.


Homework Options and Home Connections
A letter will be sent to parents outlining the HCA project.  Parents will be encouraged to share any and all fairy tales throughout the duration of the project.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Art: The art teacher will introduce the paper cuttings of HCA.  Students will create puppets to accompany their original fairy tales.

Music:  The music teacher will introduce the children to the music from the movie Hans Christian Andersen.  Students will enhance their original stories by adding musical sound effects using a variety of instruments.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
KWL chart paper

Books:  Thumbelina, The Ugly Duckling, The Princess and the Pea, The Sweethearts, The Nightingale,The Steadfast Tin Soldier, The Little Match Girl, The Fir Tree.

Videos/DVDs: The Emperor’s New Clothes, Thumbelina, The Ugly Duckling
For students
Multiple copies of assorted HCA fairy tales (see attached bibliography)

Paper slips and markers


Key Vocabulary
Fairy tale

Hans Christian Andersen

“magic words”

Immersion


Technology Connections
Power Point presentation as introduction to HCA’s life and Denmark


Research Connections

Abos, Elena. “The Ugly Duckling Goes to the Castle: Hans

     Christian Andersen at the International Youth Library.”

      The Horn Book Magazine, November/December 2005: 681-688.

Alderson, Brian.  “H.C.Andersen:  Edging toward the 

       Unmapped Hinterland.” The Horn Book Magazine,      

       November/December 2005: 671-677.

Brust, Beth Wagner.  “In Honor of Hans Christian Andersen.”

       The Horn Book Magazine, November/December 2005: 649-651.

Graves, Donald H. “Trust the Shadows.” Distinguished Educators on 

       On Reading. Nancy D. Padak, ed., et al. Newark, Delaware:   

        International Reading Association, 2000.

Polette, Nancy. Teaching Thinking Skills with Fairy Tales and 

       Fantasy. Westport, CT: Teacher Ideas Press, 2005.

Von Drasek, Lisa.  “Hans Christian Andersen: 2005 is the 

        bicentennial of this great children’s writer.  What better

        time to teach his timeless tales?” Teaching K – 8, October 

        2005: 71-73.


General Tips
Modifications will be made as necessary.


Attachments
Parent letter
Unit schedule
Power Point presentation

	
	



