	

Lesson Plan Template




	
Content Area: English Language Arts - Writing 

Standard: 02.  Writing Applications

Students need to understand that various types of writing require different language, formatting and special vocabulary. Writing serves many purposes across the curriculum and takes various forms. Beginning writers learn about the various purposes of writing; they attempt and use a small range of familiar forms (e.g., letters). Developing writers are able to select text forms to suit purpose and audience. They can explain why some text forms are more suited to a purpose than others and begin to use content-specific vocabulary to achieve their communication goals. Proficient writers control effectively the language and structural features of a large repertoire of text forms. They deliberately choose vocabulary to enhance text and structure their writing according to audience and purpose. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: A.  Compose reflective writings that balance reflections by using specific personal experiences to draw conclusions about life. 

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 01.  Write reflective compositions that:use personal experiences as a basis for reflection on some aspect of life;

draw abstract comparisons between specific incidents and abstract concepts;

maintain a balance between describing incidents and relating them to more general, abstract ideas that illustrate personal beliefs; and

move from specific examples to generalizations about life.

OSIC Code: Y2003.CEW.S02.G11-12.BA.L12.I01

Content Area: Arts - Visual Art 

Standard: 02.  Creative Expression and Communication 

Students create artworks that demonstrate understanding of materials, processes, media, techniques, and available technology. They understand how to use art elements, principles, and images to communicate their ideas in a variety of visual forms.  

Grade Band: 9-12 

Benchmark: C.  Demonstrate mastery of materials, concepts, and personal concentration when creating original artworks.  

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 03.  Make informed choices about specific materials, subject matter, and techniques in their works to achieve certain visual effects.  

OSIC Code: Y2003.CAV.S02.G09-12.BC.L12.I03 

Content Area: Arts - Visual Art 

Standard: 03.  Analyzing and Responding 

Students identify and discriminate among media and technical and expressive aspects in works of art. They understand and use a critical vocabulary to describe, analyze, and interpret works of art. Students recognize and make judgments about the qualities of works of art using the appropriate criteria.  

Grade Band: 9-12 

Benchmark: C.  Critique their own work, the works of peers and other artists on the basis of the formal, technical, and expressive aspects in the works.  

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 03.  Examine the role of print media, film, and video in visual art.  

OSIC Code: Y2003.CAV.S03.G09-12.BC.L12.I03

Content Area: English Language Arts - Reading 

Standard: 05.  Reading Applications: Literary Text

Students enhance their understanding of the human story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. They learn to apply the reading process to the various genres of literature, including fables, folk tales, short stories, novels, poetry and drama. They demonstrate their comprehension by describing and discussing the elements of literature (e.g., setting, character and plot), analyzing the author's use of language (e.g., word choice and figurative language), comparing and contrasting texts, inferring theme and meaning and responding to text in critical and creative ways. Strategic readers learn to explain, analyze and critique literary text to achieve deep understanding. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: A.  Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text. 

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 05.  Analyze variations of universal themes in literary texts. 

OSIC Code: Y2003.CER.S05.G11-12.BA.L12.I05 


	Lesson Summary:
Students will consider the relevance of language and language’s power on the individual using George Orwell’s 1984.  Students will write a critical essay discussing Orwell’s use of language in the novel and the universal theme of the power of language. After this general introduction to language as it applies to the literary text 1984, students will be prepared to consider etymology.  


Estimated Duration:
Two 52-minute class periods. This unit takes place at the beginning of the year just after students have read Orwell’s 1984.  While students are beginning their study of etymology, they are also engaged in the study of World and British literature.  We are beginning our work on mythology and an overview of the western literary canon.  This etymology unit is spaced out as students are reading and studying Greek mythology and Antigone.  The lessons in this unit are not meant to be presented on consecutive days.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Students have read 1984 for their summer reading assignment. The teacher leads a Socratic discussion of the question: “Why and how does this novel use language as a method of control?” Students are directed to answer this broad question with evidence from Orwell’s novel.  The discussion leads to an essay over students’ summer reading where students are asked to write on the power and control of language as exhibited in 1984.  

Scoring Guidelines:
The teacher will take notes and record student responses.  

Post-Assessment:
Students are given the prompt “In the novel 1984, what is the relationship between language and the individual?  Why is language used as a way to control the people of Oceania?  In what ways is it used?  What can citizens of any society learn from Orwell’s depiction of language?  What are the implications for readers today?”  After students have completed the essay and the essay has been returned, he will ask students to consider the language of advertising—both visual text and written—and to consider its impact on citizens in our society.  

Scoring Guidelines:
As this is a summer reading novel and the essay counts as an assessment of students’ reading and understanding, the teacher will grade each essay using a traditional rubric.  The teacher will make note of the variety of ways students respond to the question above.  Students will be graded on 1) Overall Development, 2) Support, 3) Organization,  4) Sentence Structure and Word Choice, and 5) Mechanics  


Instructional Procedures:
1)  After students have completed George Orwell’s 1984 for their summer reading, teacher poses the question.  “Where does language come from?  And why and how does this novel use language as a method of control?” 

2)  Students are given five minutes to write their response to this topic in their reading journals.

3)  At five minutes, teacher explains the ground rules for student discussion. Students are asked to support their responses from evidence from the book. 

4) Teacher functions as “recorder” for the discussion after posing the original question.

5)  Students continue to discuss this question until there are only ten minutes left in the period.

6) Teacher poses the questions:  “Where does language come from?  Does language use us or do we use language?”  Students are told to reflect on the discussion as they answer this question in writing.  They are directed to cite at least one point from the class discussion when responding to the question above.

7) Teacher collects student responses, checks them for completeness and thoughtfulness.

8) During the second period students are given the writing prompt for their summer reading.  They have 45 minutes to compose a response to that essay.

9) The question students will respond to is the following: Many critics believe that language shapes experience.  Why and how does this novel use language as a method and source of control?

10) Teacher collects and assesses students’ essays.

11) As an extension, students are asked to find an example of a print advertisement that they believe successfully communicates its message.  They are told that the advertisements will be pitted against each other in a battle for the “best” advertisement.


Differentiated Instructional Support
Students discuss and then write about the topic providing for a differentiation of modes.


Extension
Students’ curiosity is peaked as they are assigned to find a print advertisement to share with their classmates.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students are asked to clip or copy the advertisement and to bring it to class the next lesson.


Interdisciplinary Connections
The lesson could be connected through:
Art—visual literacy (similar to print literacy)
Sociology—discussion of the power of language to control a society or culture
History and Government—discussion of the power of language to control a society or culture


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Note taking materials.  Rubric for essay.

For students
The novel 1984 by George Orwell.  Pen and Paper. Advertisement (from magazine/newspaper).


Key Vocabulary
Visual text
Print text
Visual literacy
Print literacy

Technology Connections
Use of film clips where language is used to control.  Use of music and text to patriotic songs could be used if a teacher wanted to take this lesson in that direction.


Research Connections
Quotations below cited on:

“Research.” Ohio Department of Education. October 14, 2005, from http://ims.ode.state.oh.us/ode/ims/rrt/Research/Default.asp.

Experts agree that reading and thinking about literature is both challenging and rewarding. Sharing ideas about stories and relating them to life experiences is one of the most intellectually demanding tasks that students perform.

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Educational Research and Improvement. (1993). State of the Art: Transforming Ideas for Teaching and Learning to Read. Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of Education.

General Tips
The lessons in this unit are not meant to be presented on consecutive days.


Attachments
1984 Essay Test Handout.doc (with rubric)




