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Lesson 2:  Step Into the Slide



	
Benchmark A

Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade-appropriate text. (11-12)

Indicator  1:
Apply reading comprehension strategies, including making predictions, comparing and contrasting, recalling and summarizing and making inferences and drawing conclusions. (11)

Benchmark B

Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing). (11-12)

SO4 Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text

Benchmark A

Analyze the features and structures of documents and critique them for their effectiveness. (11-12)

S05  Reading Applications: Literary Text

Benchmark A

Analyze and evaluate the five elements (e.g., plot, character, setting, point of view and theme) in literary text. (11-12)

Indicator 2:

Analyze the historical, social and cultural context of setting. (11)

Benchmark B

Explain ways characters confront similar situations and conflict. (11-12)

Indicator 1:

Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters confronting similar conflicts (e.g., individual vs. nature, freedom vs. responsibility, individual vs. society), using specific example of characters' thoughts, words and actions. (11)

Benchmark E

Critique an author's style. (11-12)

Indicator 8:

Evaluate ways authors develop point of view and style to achieve specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes (e.g., through use of figurative language, irony, tone, diction, imagery, symbolism and sounds of language), citing specific examples from text to support analysis. (11)

S02  Writing Applications

Benchmark A

Compose reflective writings that balance reflections by using specific personal experiences to draw conclusions about life. (11-12)

Benchmark B

Write responses to literature that provide an interpretation, recognize ambiguities, nuances and complexities and that understand the author's use of stylistic devices and effects created. (11-12)

Indicator 2:

Identify and assess the impact of possible ambiguities, nuances and complexities within text; (11) advance a judgment that is interpretative, analytical, evaluative or reflective; (11)

S05 Communications: Oral and Visual

Benchmark C

Select and use effective speaking strategies for a variety of audiences, situations and purposes. (11-12)

Indicator 6:

Adjust volume, phrasing, enunciation, voice modulation and inflection to stress important ideas and impact audience response. (11)

Indicator 7:

Vary language choices as appropriate to the context of the speech. (11)

Benchmark E

Give informational presentations that contain a clear perspective; present ideas from multiple sources in logical sequence; and include a consistent organizational structure. (11-12)

Indicator 8:

Present a clear and distinctive perspective on the subject; (11) present events or ideas in a logical sequence; (11) support the controlling idea with well-chosen and relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes; (11)

Benchmark F

Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual displays and technology. (11-12)

Indicator 9:

Deliver formal and informal descriptive presentations that convey relevant information and descriptive details. (11)
	Lesson Summary:

In this activity students explore the mindsets of the Puritans involved in the Salem witch trials.  Students will view and interact with a series of slides depicting scenes of Puritan life during the trials (most pictures will be from productions of The Crucible).  For each slide, volunteers will be asked to step into the slide and act out a scenario from it.  By taking on the role of people depicted, students will gain insight into the characters and gain a greater sense of the trials and their impact upon the community.

Estimated Duration:
Two (2) 50-minute class periods.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Students should have a basic understanding of improvisation, and the effect gestures, tone, and vocal inflections can affect the audience’s reaction to their portrayal of the slide.  Watching an excerpt or two from an improvisational show such as “Whose Line is it Anyways?” (ABC) and discussing techniques observed while watching the show will provide a solid introduction to improvisation while piquing student’s interests.

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher judgment: Students should be able to explain different methods used by actors on the show to convey tone and meaning.

Post-Assessment:
Students should be able to explain the various techniques they used to convey the character’s personality and mindset for the slide given.  Their understanding of character is wholly dependent on their understanding of the play. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher judgment: Students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of characters and their situations.

Instructional Procedures:
Day 1
Watch clips of “Whose Line is it Anyway?” and discuss improvisation techniques used by the actors.

After watching the introductory pieces from “Whose Line is it Anyway?” and discussing the various techniques used by the actors in the show, students can work on improvising situations with which they are familiar.  

Possible scenarios:

A student is accused of cheating by a teacher.

A student wants to end a relationship with his/her girlfriend/boyfriend.

A socially-inept teenager asks a popular student on a date.

Two students conversing during their short break during their SAT test.

The teacher may want to have students warm up to full improvisation by having students act out scenes in silence, at first, relying only on gestures and body movements to convey a “silent conversation.”

Day 2

After briefly studying improvisation and engaging in brief exercises in front of the class, students should not only be familiar with techniques, but also somewhat more comfortable with performing in front of the class.

The day’s activity revolves around the projection of slides featuring stills from the 1996 film version of The Crucible, stage productions of the play, and paintings depicting the Salem Witch Trials.  

While projecting a slide, the teacher will call students to the front of the room to assume the role of people depicted in the slide.

Depending on the teacher’s preferences, students can engage in a number of role-playing activities.  Two possibilities include 

Straight role-playing: students act out the scene being portrayed, using the photograph as a starting point.

Interior monologue: Students form a tableaux mimicking the photograph, and when prompted, give an interior monologue in the voice of the photographed subject they represent.

This will continue throughout the class period, varying students and photographs.

Differentiated Instructional Support
If necessary, students can be assigned specific pictures a day or two ahead of time to give them time to prepare their performance for the class.  Students unable to perform in front of the class may be given the option to write interior monologues for the subjects pictured. 

Homework Options and Home Connections
Students will be required to have knowledge of the play and its characters prior to stepping into the slide.  Afterwards, possible assignments include having students write out an interior monologue for one of the pictures viewed during class.

Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson could easily be linked with history classes, particularly in connecting the Salem witch trials and the McCarthy HUAC Hearings, depending upon the pictures used.

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

Tape of excerpts from “Whose Line is It Anyway?”

List of modern improvisational scenarios

Computer and projector (may be substituted with overhead and transparency copies of photographs)

PowerPoint Presentation of Slides

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

None


Key Vocabulary
None

General Tips
Going through modern scenarios with students will make them more comfortable with basic improvisation as well as with performing in front of the class.

Attachments
Powerpoint presentation of slides featuring stills from The Crucible (1996), starring Daniel Day-Lewis and Winona Ryder.



