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Ohio Standards Connections:

Content Area: English Language Arts - Reading 

Standard: 02.  Acquisition of Vocabulary
Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: C.  Explain the influence of the English language on world literature, communications and popular culture. 

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 

03.  Examine and explain the influence of the English language on world literature, communications and popular cultures. 

OSIC Code: Y2003.CER.S02.G11-12.BC.L12.I03

Content Area: English Language Arts - Reading 

Standard: 02.  Acquisition of Vocabulary

Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: E.  Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary. 

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 05.  Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars. 

OSIC Code: Y2003.CER.S02.G11-12.BE.L12.I05

Content Area: English Language Arts - Writing 

Standard: 04.  Research

Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: B. Compile, organize and evaluate information, take notes and summarize findings.

Grade Level: Grade Twelve
Indicator: 02. Identify appropriate sources and gather relevant  information from multiple sources (e.g. school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

OCIS Code: Y2003.CEW.S04.G11-12.BB.L12.I02

Content Area: Library - Instructional
Standard: 05.Information Literacy
Information literacy is the ability to locate, process, evaluate and utilize information. School library media programs provide information resources in a variety of formats and readability levels. The school library

media specialist teaches students how to access, use and evaluate information resources efficiently and ethically based on academic or personal need. This instruction should be correlated to specific academic content standards and taught as an integrated process.

Grade Band: 9-12

Benchmark: A.Investigate information through independent discovery, peer collaboration, and inquiry

learning; read a variety of literary material for academic need, personal interest and lifelong learning; and practice responsible usage and ethical behavior when using library media center materials.

Grade Level: Grade Twelve

Indicator: 07.Continue to use the public library after graduation and throughout life for informational and personal needs.

OSIC Code: Y2003.CLB.S05.G09-12.BA.L12.I07

Content Area:
Library – Instructional
Standard: 06.Technology Literacy

Effective school library media programs provide technology literacy skills instruction in the use of

library-based technologies.

Technology literacy skills include the appropriate and ethical use of technology for information access,

retrieval, production and dissemination via electronic resource networks and the Internet.

Grade Band: 9-12

Benchmark: B. Evaluate choices of electronic resources and determine their strengths and limitations.

Grade Level: Grade Twelve

Indicator: 02.
Use a variety of technology resources for curriculum and personal information needs (e.g., streaming video, CD/DVD, subscription database).

OSIC Code: Y2003.CLB.S06.G09-12.BB.L12.I02


	Lesson Summary:
Students learn about researching historic events of a specific era using timeline resources.  Students analyze their etymology research from Lesson 3 and their historic context research from this lesson and make inferences about the connections and relationships between a word’s entry into the language and its historic context.


Estimated Duration:
One 52-minute class period, plus additional time to collect, grade, and return homework.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Mariemont School District has developed an Information Literacy Scope and Sequence outlining which skills are taught at which grade level.  From this, we know our students will already know how to access the online databases on the Historical Context Resources Pathfinder.

By sight checking the homework from Lesson 3 and discussing the homework findings, we will be able to determine students’ level of understanding of etymology and word origin.  In this lesson, we will use this prior learning and build on it to create an opportunity for critical thinking.

Scoring Guidelines:
When sight checking the homework for Lesson 3, credit will be given for completing the assignment (the assignment will be collected later in the bell to receive a grade for accuracy and for comments).  The initial discussion period will not be graded but will allow the English teacher and Librarian to evaluate student understanding.

Post-Assessment:
Students will complete a graphic organizer on which they will summarize and record their etymology research and historical context research and make inferences about the connections between the word’s definition and its historical context.

Scoring Guidelines:

The graphic organizer has an embedded rubric, clearly 
showing the point value for each section.


Instructional Procedures:
1. Students are instructed to meet in the library on the day of the lesson.  Students are asked to get out their homework from Lesson 3 (see OED Graphic Organizer). English teacher and Librarian do a sight check to see who completed the assignment.

2. Librarian asks students to share words they chose and the year their definition came into the language.  English teacher lists these on the white board.  Librarian points out how many eras are represented.  English teacher asks why would we want to know when a word entered the English language? Students are allowed to make hypotheses and discuss what can be extrapolated from the date.

3. Librarian congratulates students on their critical thinking.  Librarian builds on student responses and sums up the discussion by saying that in the study of language, looking up the etymology is only the first step.  By studying what was happening in the world at the time the word entered the language; that is, by examining the historical context of the word, we can often get a fuller picture of WHY that word/definition entered the language.  Take the word “chocolate.” The OED tells us that the English word “chocolate” was adopted from the Spanish word “chocolate” which itself was adapted from the Mexican Indian word “chocolatl.”  The first English use of that word was in 1604.  The librarian asks students if they can think of anything happening in history at that time.  If students don’t bring up Spain’s conquest of the New World, the teacher will prompt them with clues.  The librarian tells students that this is a very simple example of how events influence the language development.
4. The Librarian tells students that in today’s lesson, they will learn how to examine their words’ historical context and make connections between the word and its context.  The librarian will display the OED Definitions in Historical Context handout on the screen (using laptop and LCD projector) and explain how to complete the assignment. 

5. The Librarian demonstrates how to research the historical context of a word using the resources on the handout (see attached).  The Librarian demonstrates how to make inferences based on the etymology research and the historical context researches using the OED Definitions in Historical Context Example handout.

6. Students spend the rest of the class period using the resources on the Historical Context Resources handout to research historical events at the time their word (see Lesson 3) entered the English language.

7. English teacher tells students when the assignment is due.

Differentiated Instructional Support
By giving both a sight check grade and a content grade, students who are struggling get credit for trying to do the homework from Lesson 3 and get time during Lesson 4 to make corrections to this homework before it is graded for content.  

Students can choose to research a different word for this assignment for more challenge or for less difficulty.

Students can schedule one-on-one appointments with the Librarian for individualized help or students can meet with the English Teacher during his plan bell or during his study hall for additional assistance.

Students have may use a variety of resources to research the historic events related to their words.  This allows students choice and flexibility in choosing the media they research in.


Extension
Students can explore multiple words in a thematic family and look for patterns.  For example, students can research words used to describe a significant other (pet names) or words used to describe only young women or only old men—possibilities are numerous.


Homework Options and Home Connections
Students complete the OED Definitions in Historical Context Graphic Organizer for homework.


Interdisciplinary Connections
The study of historical events lends itself to collaborations with history classes.  


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
LCD projector, computer, white board/chalk board/Smart Board/etc. for listing words, nonfiction and reference books on historic events and timelines.

For students
Library card for the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Internet access, passwords to access the school’s online databases.


Key Vocabulary
Inference

Historical Context


Technology Connections
In this lesson, students utilize wireless laptops with Internet access to use subscription-based databases and websites.


Research Connections
Quotations below cited on:

“Research.” Ohio Department of Education. October 14, 2005, from 
http://ims.ode.state.oh.us/ode/ims/rrt/Research/Default.asp.

“Higher-level questions yield deeper levels of learning.”

Marzano, R., D. Pickering, and J. Pollack. (2001). Classroom Instruction that Works: Research-Based Strategies for Increasing Student Achievement. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

“Both teacher- and student-directed graphic organizers have been shown to produce significantly higher performance than self-study for special needs and general education students.”

Horton, S. et al. (1990). The effectiveness of graphic organizers for three classifications of secondary students in content area classes. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 23 (1), 12-22.
“Scaffolding is useful within what Vygotsky called the "zones of proximal development," when students are ready to proceed onto the next level but can only do so through guidance from an adult--and with the presence of enough challenge so that the task is motivating but not overwhelming.”

Englert, C., Tarrant, K., Mariage, T., & Oxer, T. (1994). Lesson talk as the work of reading groups: The effectiveness of two interventions. Journal of Learning Disabilities, 27(3), 165-185.

Pressley, M., Wharton-McDonald, R., Allington, R., Block, C., Morrow, L., Tracey, D., Baker, K., Brooks, G., Cronin, J., Nelson, E. & Woo, D. (2001). A study of effective first-grade literacy instruction. Scientific Studies of Reading, 5(1), 35-58.

Rosenshine, B., & Meister, C. (1992). The use of scaffolds for teaching higher-level cognitive strategies. Educational Leadership, 26-33.

General Tips
Keep the discussion of research tools as short as possible—students lost some of their initial excitement when I discussed timeline resources.  I believe this was partially because they had already been exposed to these types of resources and lengthy review was unnecessary.  

Emphasize that students should try to find historical events relevant to their word.  For example, look for historic events occurring in the country of origin or if the word is slang, look for historic events in the pop culture of the time.  Also clarify to students that the events they choose do not have to occur in the exact same year of the definition they chose—the most relevant/related events sometimes occur decades before.  Discuss how historical impact was not always as rapid as it is today due to lack of mass communication and other factors.


Attachments
List and attach any additional materials created for the lesson, including student handouts, blackline masters, overheads, etc.

OED Definitions in Historical Context Graphic Organizer
OED Definitions in Historical Context Graphic Organizer Example
Timelines and Historical Context Pathfinder

	
	



