	

Lesson Plan Template




	
Content Area: English Language Arts - Reading 

Standard: 02.  Acquisition of Vocabulary

Students acquire vocabulary through exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and conversing with adults and peers. They use context clues, as well as direct explanations provided by others, to gain new words. They learn to apply word analysis skills to build and extend their own vocabulary. As students progress through the grades, they become more proficient in applying their knowledge of words (origins, parts, relationships, meanings) to acquire specialized vocabulary that aids comprehension. 

Grade Band: 11-12 

Benchmark: E.  Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary. 

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Organizer /

Indicator: Tools and Resources /

05.  Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, thesauruses, glossaries, technology and textual features such as definitional footnotes or sidebars. 

OSIC Code: Y2003.CER.S02.G11-12.BE.L12.I05

Content Area: Arts - Visual Art 

Standard: 03.  Analyzing and Responding 

Students identify and discriminate among media and technical and expressive aspects in works of art. They understand and use a critical vocabulary to describe, analyze, and interpret works of art. Students recognize and make judgements about the qualities of works of art using the appropriate criteria.  

Grade Band: 9-12 

Benchmark: C.  Critique their own work, the works of peers and other artists on the basis of the formal, technical, and expressive aspects in the works.  

Grade Level: Grade Twelve 

Indicator: 04.  Construct a rationale for the validity of a specific work of art using artwork that falls outside their conceptions of art.  

OSIC Code: Y2003.CAV.S03.G09-12.BC.L12.I04


	Lesson Summary:
Based on discussion from the previous lesson, students will consider “visual language” as part of their thinking concerning the “power of language”.  Students will be introduced to the idea of visual language in order to prepare them for their final projects.  Students will investigate their names as an introduction to understanding etymology.  Students will be required to use what they know about “visual language” and their “textual language” to create an informative 8x11 poster that synthesizes research and knowledge.


Estimated Duration:
One 52-minute period and two 30-minute blocks of 52-minute periods.  The three lessons here should be presented during consecutive class periods.  
Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Students have discussed and written on the concept of language in Orwell’s novel 1984.  Students will bring in a print advertisement that they believe to be “powerful.” Teacher will provide two examples.  

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher give participation credit to each student who has brought in an ad.  

Post-Assessment:
Students will choose the “most powerful” ad based on criteria from discussion.  Additionally, students will research the origins/etymology of their name.  Students will synthesize their knowledge of the etymology of their name with their new understanding of “visual language” to create an “ad” of their name using visual and textual design criteria.  

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher will monitor and mediate the choice of the “most powerful” ad.  Teacher will provide a rubric for the name assignment.  


Instructional Procedures:
PERIOD 1

1) Teacher has scanned two “powerful” ads onto the computer so they can be viewed and annotated by the class on an LCD projector or SmartBoard. Both ads are projected onto a screen using an LCD projector (this can be done with transparencies as well).

2) Teacher has written the word LANGUAGE on the board.  Underneath language, he writes “Visual” and “Textual”.

3) Teacher asks students to consider the “power of language” given previous discussion and writing (on 1984).  

4) Teacher points out that language can be both textual and visual.  Examples of each—visual advertisements, pictures, visual symbols— and genres of print media—letters, books, articles, text messages.  

5)  Students are asked to consider the advertisements the teacher has selected for class discussion.  Students are asked to identify the visual “messages.”

6)  Students are then asked to consider how those messages are conveyed.  Class comes up with a working list of characteristics of visual language. Dominate image, color contrast, shape, shading, et cetera.  

7) After a preliminary list of 5 characteristics are on the board, students gather in groups of five to present their ads to each other and to judge them.  Each group must come up with one “best” for their group, using the characteristics of visual language listed on the board as they defend their choice.

8)  Each group presents their “winner” to the class.  Teacher adds Visual Language characteristics as needed.

9)  After all groups have presented, the class votes on one “BEST” ad to be their focus. 

10)  Once the ad is chosen, students are asked to think about the ad and why it is so successful.

11)  Students write a reflection on the ad discussing how its visual language is just as communicative (if not more so) than its Textual Language (this is handed in at the beginning of class during the next day).

PERIOD 2

1) Open class with review of previous day’s activity.

2) Be certain that the list of “Visual Language” includes Dominant Image, Movement, Contrast, Color, Arrangement, Balance, Line, Texture, Images since these will all be terms used in the rubrics used for the Name Assignment.

3) Tell students they will be embarking on a small project involving their names and components of design.  They are going to make an 8x11 advertisement for their name.  

4)  Ask them what they know about the origins of their names.  Get responses.

5) Hand out the excerpted text of “Esperanza” from House on Mango Street.

6)  Brief discussion of the language of the excerpt.  Students share similar stories.  Students share any interesting facts or ideas they have about their names or the story behind their name.

7) Teacher explains that all names, all words have stories behind them.  Every word we use to communicate with each other has a rich history—when it entered, what it originally meant, what language it came from, who was able to use it.  The study of a word’s roots and history is called etymology.  To begin our study of the etymology of English words, we will begin with something very familiar: students’ name.

8) Students are asked to return to school the next day having filled out the worksheet titled “Language Study:  Etymology of Names” 


9) For homework students will research their names by speaking with their parent/guardian and other applicable adults.  They will also be directed to the following two websites in order to successfully be able to fill out their worksheet.  “Behind the Name” @ http://www.behindthename.com/ and McReynold's Middle School List of helpful websites http://mcreynoldsms.org/etymology.htm
PERIOD 3

1) On the day the worksheet is due, sheets of butcher paper are hung around the room with the names of different languages—French, Latin, German, Spanish, Greek, African, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Chinese, and Other.  Students are asked to write their names under the appropriate language.  

2) Review the term and concept of etymology.  

3) Etymology includes language or origin; date of entry; original meaning; change in usage.

3)  Teacher leads a brief discussion of the names:  What similarities do you notices in the names from the same  language?  What interesting things did you find out in your research?

4) After discussion, students are given the assignment to design a 8 x 11 placard/ad of their name.  The placard/ad must use appropriate design qualities—graphics, font, spacing, information (pronunciation, meaning, etymology), and be personalized for that particular student.  See assignment attached. 

5) Students are asked to think about the language they read and hear in the next week.  They are also asked to record a list of 10 interesting words they hear within the next week.  The Names Project (8x11 ad) and the list of 10 interesting words are on the next day the class meets to discuss etymology (perhaps a week from this lesson).


Differentiated Instructional Support
Each student will be working with his or her individual name.  They will exhibit strengths other than those typically expected in an English Language Arts classroom as they are asked to research, arrange, and present information for others.


Extension
Students will be compiling a list of 10 interesting words that we will use in our next class session.  They have been introduced to the concept of etymology—the history of words.  This activity and project will keep this concept in their minds.


Homework Options and Home Connections
The Language Study:  Etymology of Names worksheet and the 8x11 advertisement assignment are homework assignments.  Students are asked to consult a parent when filling out the “Language Study Worksheet” so that they can use their parents to help them with information required on that assignment.


Interdisciplinary Connections
This lesson could easily be linked to any 2-D art class.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Print advertisements that successfully portray design elements.  I used a Tazo ad that had a used a “6” or “Z” design.  I also gave an example of a bad print ad where there were too many images and the intended focal point was not clear.  Language Study:  Etymology of Names” worksheet; “Names Project” Assignment Sheet; Art Materials.

For students
Print advertisement, “Language Study:  Etymology of Names” worksheet; “Names Project” Assignment Sheet; Art Materials.


Key Vocabulary
Etymology
Visual Language
Balance
Image (Dominant Image)
Contrast
Line
Texture
Movement


Technology Connections
LCD Project; students could possibly make their advertisements on 1 slide of a PowerPoint.  The slides could be projected for the whole class to see.


Research Connections
“The omnipresence of technology and media in our society means that students will need to be critical viewers to be successful in the work place and as responsible citizens.”

“The Evidence Base for English Language Arts: Oral and Visual Communication.” October 14, 2005, from http://ims.ode.state.oh.us/ode/ims/rrt/research/Content/oral_and_visual_what_we_know.asp.

General Tips

Attachments
Names Project Assignment and Rubric.doc
Names Worksheet.doc




































