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Ohio Standards

Connections:


Visual Art

Analyzing and Responding

Benchmark A: Apply the strategies of art criticism to describe, analyze and interpret selected works of art.

Grade 7

2. Use appropriate vocabulary to explain how the elements and principles of art communicate different meanings.

Language Arts
Grade 7

Writing Processes

9. Use precise language, action verbs, sensory details, colorful modifiers and style as appropriate to audience and purpose.

Writing Applications

6.Produce informal writings (e.g., journals, notes and poems) for various purposes.

Library: Grade 7

Information Literacy
Benchmark B: Identify information needs, select school library media books and materials in a variety 

of formats, and demonstrate responsible use and ethical behavior when using library media materials.  

1. Evaluate library materials and select formats based on information need (e.g., print, nonprint, audio, video). 

4. Use the library reference collection to find answers.

Technology Literacy

Benchmark B

4. Compare information found in searches done on different types of Internet resources.

5. Report elements of a web site that make it effective.


	Lesson Title:

Critiquing Art Through Poetry

Lesson Summary:

The students will interpret a painting by Van Gogh and use creative language to write a cinquain and acrostic poems based on their observations. This lesson is designed to go along with a hands-on art project in which students work with the element of texture and experience how it is used in Van Gogh’s paintings.


Estimated Duration:
4 40-minute class periods 

Commentary:

Prior to this lesson, students will have completed a lesson involving color and color vocabulary. They will have experience with using an unabridged dictionary and thesaurus. This should be helpful in talking about the art of Van Gogh and writing the poem.


Pre-Assessment:
Actual texture touching activity. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Teacher judgment will be the scoring guideline for this informal pre-assessment. The teacher can use extended questioning and dialogue with students to determine what emphasis is needed in order for the students to gain an understanding of the works.

Post-Assessment:
Self and teacher assessment based on rubric containing project expectations.

Scoring Guidelines:
~Informal teacher assessment of participation in class activities.

Criteria for Critiquing Art through Poetry Rubric

~ Students write a factual description of the chosen artwork.
~ Student writes an interpretation of the artwork that reflects the possible meaning and mood.
~Poem(s) written reflect the ideas developed by the student in the critique.
~Poems are copied neatly by hand or typed on the computer in the correct format.
~Effort and good use of class time.

Instructional Procedures:   

Day One

1. Continue the discussion of actual texture by passing around “texture bags.” These should be (approximately 10) small brown lunch bags which you have numbered. In each bag, include an item that has a texture that the students can identify from touch alone. (Possible textures: sandpaper, fake or real fur, window screen, glass mosaic tile [file edges for safety], carpet remnant, etc.) 

2. Pass around the bags and have the students feel the texture in the bag without looking inside. Allow time for all students to touch the item in each bag. As each student has a chance to touch and identify the texture, have them identify words that describe how the texture feels (example: soft, furry, rough, smooth, etc.) Scribe the words the students thought of to describe texture onto a poster or the blackboard and save for future use in the poem activity.

3. Discuss implied texture and how it differs from actual texture. As students identify the textures, record the words that they use to describe them and record them with the others.

4. Discuss picture book resources that use implied texture. (See Teacher Materials & Resources list below.)

Day Two

5. Students will visit the library and/computer lab to participate in the Van Gogh Reference Challenge. They will compare INFOhio databases, Internet search engines and in-library print reference materials. (See attachments.)
Day Three & Four

6. Lead a student discussion about the life and art of Van Gogh. They should share the information they researched in the library activity.

7. Show the students several prints of his work including The Starry Night, a landscape painting, one of the sunflower or iris paintings, and others if available. Discuss ways in which Van Gogh’s paintings show texture. 

8. Discuss the construction of cinquain poetry. Divide students into small groups. Explain that each group will be critiquing the painting The Starry Night and writing a poem about it using the cinquain format. Allow each group 10-15 minutes to generate a description of the painting and brainstorm words to interpret it. Encourage students to use texture and color words in their poems, as well as information that they found out about Van Gogh.

9. Have each group present their poem and compare the poems they wrote.

10. Give each student a postcard of Van Gogh’s works or allow them to choose one that appeals to them. Give each student a copy of the Critiquing Art through Poetry worksheet. Have each student write a poem in the cinquain format about the Van Gogh postcard. 

11. Explain the acrostic poem format and read the example poem. Have each student use their critique information again to write an acrostic poem.

12. Have each student choose a best poem. Copy in best handwriting or type it as per the worksheet instructions.

Differentiated Instructional Support

Students will work as a group on the texture activities work sheet, and for writing the poem about The Starry Night. This should model the poetry writing activity so that the student can work independently for the individual activity.


Extension
Students who finish early could write a cinquain or acrostic poem about their own artworks or the artwork of another artist.

Students who enjoy writing poetry might enjoy trying the diamonte or haiku formats.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Picture Books with Implied Texture – 

Jennie’s Hat; Ezra Jack Keats; New York, Harper & Row; c1966; Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf; Lois Ehlert; Harcourt Brace Jovanovich; c1991; Leaf Man; Lois Ehlert; Harcourt; c2005.

Where the Forest Meets the Sea; Jeannie Baker; Greenwillow Books; c1987. The Snowy Day; Ezra Jack Keats; Puffin Books, 1976; c1962.

Art prints of The Starry Night, a landscape and sunflowers or irises by Van Gogh. Others if available.

Lunch size brown paper bags (around 10 or so)

Texture samples to put in each bag

Van Gogh Postcards (Dover Publications has a book of Van Gogh Paintings: 24 Postcards for $5.95)

For students
Worksheet with poem formats (one for each student)


Key Vocabulary
Describe/description
Interpret/interpretation
Cinquain
Texture
Acrostic
Actual texture
Implied texture
Adjective
Noun
Verb

Technology Connections
Visit the Van Gogh Gallery online at http://www.vggallery.com/

Research Connections
“One way to develop interpretative ability in students is through the use of poetry. Interpreting artworks with poetry provides multiple opportunities for students to focus upon the most important ideas expressed by artists while simultaneously allowing creative use of language.” 
- Dr. Pamela Geiger Stephens, School Arts, January 2003

Studies conducted by Keith Curry Lance and others have shown that collaborative integrated instructional classroom and school library projects have a positive impact on student achievement.  In addition having both of print and electronic resources available impacts achievement positively.


Attachments
Critiquing Art through Poetry (4 pages)

Critiquing Art through Poetry Rubric 


The Van Gogh Reference Challenge & Procedure (2 pages)




