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Lesson 4
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Ohio Standards Connections:
Language Arts 

Communication: Oral and Visual

1. Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cues, making visual contact).

3. Identify the speaker’s purpose in presentations and visual media (e.g., to inform, to entertain, to persuade).

6. Use clear diction, pitch, tempo and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.

7. Adjust speaking content according to the needs of the situation, setting and audience.

Drama/Theatre – 

Connections, Relationships and Applications – Benchmark A:  Discover the interdependence of theatre and other art forms

5-1. Combine art forms to create a dramatic/theatrical experience.

Music –

Valuing Music/ Aesthetic Reflection – Benchmark A: Reflect on and describe how music performance and settings affect audience response.

5-1  Describe audience etiquette associated with various music performances and settings.


	Lesson Summary:
Why is it important for an audience member to use active listening strategies?  How do you keep your audience listening?   Effective presentation techniques convey your message.  Messages are communicated through presentations.  Students will perform any poem of choice for their peers with the focus on elements of presentation.  Through modeling and discussion, the students will be introduced to the elements of performance, given time to practice their poem, and then will be assessed on performance of their poem.


Estimated Duration:
Two sessions of 45 minutes.

Commentary:

Pre-Assessment:
Classroom teacher and media specialist present the same poem (one with effective presentation elements and one not.)  Teacher and media specialist lead discussion of the difference of the two presentations to gauge student’s prior knowledge of effective presentation techniques. 

Scoring Guidelines:
Teachers will assess what students already know and target instruction accordingly.

Post-Assessment:
See Performance Rubric attached.


Instructional Procedures:
Session 1

1. Classroom teacher and media specialist present same poem with different performance styles.

2. Teachers lead discussion on the differences in the presentation techniques.  Chart effective presentation techniques.  (Clear diction, volume, facial expression, posture, and eye contact.)

3. Teachers discuss audience role in performance situations.

4. Teachers introduce Performance Rubric.

5. Students select poem for performance.

6. Students practice performing poem in small groups (constructive feedback provided by peers.)

Session 2

1. Teachers create coffee house atmosphere for performance setting.

2. Students perform and assess. 


Differentiated Instructional Support
Have different reading levels of poetry available.  Students with special needs concerning speech consult with speech therapist to prepare their poem.

Extension
Perform in front of other classes or at school assembly.  


Homework Options and Home Connections
Practice poem at home for parents.


Interdisciplinary Connections
Musician performs song at coffee house and connects elements of effective performance of music with students.


Materials and Resources:
For teachers
Performance Rubric, chart paper, decorations to create atmosphere for coffee house.

For students
Poem to perform,


Key Vocabulary
Audience, diction, pitch, tempo, tone, performance, active listening, cues, eye contact, and posture.


Technology Connections
Students go to http://www.poets.org to listen to poets read poetry.

General Tips
Model elements of effective presentation and review active listening techniques.


Attachments
Performance rubric.


