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Benchmark B:  Formulate and solve a visual art problem using strategies and perspectives from other disciplines

3. Research and demonstrate the relationships between visual art and other disciplines 
Benchmark C:  List and explain opportunities for lifelong involvement in the visual arts.

4. Identify art professions that require a portfolio for employment.

Benchmark B:  Create expressive artworks that demonstrate a sense of purpose and understanding of the relationship among form, materials, techniques and subject matter.

2. Create artwork that interprets a theme, idea or concept and demonstrates technical skill and the perceptive use of visual art elements.

3. Create artworks that demonstrate a range of individual ideas, subject matter and themes with at least one idea explored in depth.

Benchmark C: Critique their own works, the works of peers and other artists on the basis of the formal, technical and expressive aspects in the works.

4. Apply peer review and critique processes to a student exhibition.

Library, Grades 11 & 12

Technology Literacy

Benchmark A: Search strategies web site Evaluation

Benchmark B: Electronic Resources

Benchmark C:  Evaluating Resources

Media Literacy:

Benchmark A: Media Messages

Benchmark B:
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Lesson Summary:
The purpose of this lesson is to have the students understand that there are careers in Art that are available and lucrative.  The students will begin this lesson by looking through different cartoons that appear in the paper.  They will know the difference between the different types of cartoons that are created, such as political vs. moral.  Once they have differentiated the cartoons, the students will have time to work with the media specialist researching a cartoonist of their choice and e-mailing the artist to start a communication line between them.

After the extensive research is completed, the students will begin to brainstorm on their own cartoon. The students will then begin work creating their cartoon on paper and learn the color pencil technique to add color to their finished cartoons. 

When the cartoons are complete and the students have participated in a classroom critique, the students will work with the media specialist to scan and post their cartoons on a class Web Page, as well as participate in a class created Blog to receive feed back from an expansive audience.

Estimated Duration:
The entire lesson will take 2 weeks consisting of an 82-minute block per day.

Commentary:

Most of the students are very familiar with the many different types of cartoons that are created, however, they may not differentiate between them. All the students are very familiar with the Internet.  This project has taken the concept of the Internet and what you can do on it a step further for the students. It has opened a new door for them.


Pre-Assessment:
The teacher will present a variety of clips from different types of cartoons. Students will analyze in a group the similarities and differences between the different cartoons, according to specific definitions.  They will discuss ways the cartoons are created, target audience, humor, message and whether they feel the cartoons appeal.

Scoring Guidelines:
The pre-assessment will be scored by a matching quiz at the end where the students need to match up the cartoon with the type that it is.

Post-Assessment:
The students will have several ways to assess their cartoons. The first is through a class critique, facilitated by the teacher, but led by the students, after the projects are completed. After the critique, the students will scan and post their cartoons on the Internet, assisted by the Media Specialist. They will follow the comments that are posted on the Blog and will log them into a journal that will be turned in at the end of the posting period.

Scoring Guidelines:
The class will critique the post-assessment and the student can take notes on the comments and suggestions from the class.  They will be given the opportunity to make any changes before they submit the cartoon to the Web Page. The cartoon will be graded by a rubric that will be given to the students at the beginning of the lesson. The rubric will spell out completely what is expected.

Instructional Procedures:
· As a group, students will begin the class by reading the comics, business and opinion sections from the Sunday Plain Dealer. 

· There will be a 5-10 minute discussion on the different types of cartoons that are in the paper and what the cartoons are trying to say.

· The students will then go into the Media Center for 60 minutes and become familiar with the different types of cartoons and different websites that can help them while creating their own cartoon. The media specialist will provide a list of websites that are cartoon related.

· The remainder of the time the students will discuss the pre-assessment and what they have learned from it.

· The students will continue on their projects by drawing thumbnail sketches of many different cartoon characters.

· With the help of the teacher, the students will choose their character and brainstorm on ideas for the comic strip.

· The students will spend several days creating their comic strip on good paper using color pencils.

· Before the finished product is posted on the Internet, the students will engage in a student led critique of each of the cartoons.

· The students, with the help of the media specialist will scan and post their cartoon on a Web Page. Project Poster from 4teachers.org will be used to create the class cartoon web page. They will research favorite cartoon web sites and add these to their web page as recommendations to others. They will also add information that they want the viewer to understand about their projects.

Differentiated Instructional Support
With the small class size (6 students) each student will receive individual attention and will be able to have help when needed or advance through the project at their own pace.

Extension
These are ideas for all students to continue learning about this topic -- in or outside of class.  After learning about how film and animation were created, the students decided to draw their cartoons on clear pieces of plastic. These are representative of the method used in the past, and how cartoonists painted them on pieces of glass.

One student from the class is now creating a comic strip for the school newspaper that is published every two weeks.

Homework Options and Home Connections
Once a week, the students will turn in their sketchbooks with colored pencil shading and blending assignments to get the students ready for their final cartoon.  The students are to read the different comics each day and write a reflection in their journal.

Interdisciplinary Connections
We were able to connect the Art lesson with the Technology, English and Government classes.  The students discussed political cartoons in their government class the week of elections.  They then carried the cartooning over to their English class and were taught how different cartoons are laid out and written. The students were also keeping a writing journal. This connection helped because the students were able to understand better the steps in the creation of cartoons. 

Materials and Resources:
For teachers
List the materials needed for the teacher.

· Smart board to show examples

· Computers with internet access

· Scanner

· Various cartoon examples (newspaper, magazines, comic books)

· Paper (8 ½ x11”)

· Pencil

· Colored pencils

· Ruler

For students
List the materials needed for the students.

· Various cartoon examples (newspaper, magazines, comic books)

· Paper (8 ½ x11”)

· Pencil

· Colored pencils

· Ruler

Key Vocabulary
Cartooning

Political cartoon

Shading

Blending

Satire

Technology Connections
Technology has a key role in this project.  The students begin the project by seeing examples on a smart board.  The use of the Internet in the Media center is one of the most integral parts of this lesson.  The students research on the Internet, make contact with various cartoonists, are able to post their own cartoon on the web and interact in an online dialogue.

Research Connections
Research will be conducted on types of cartoons and the cartoonists that create them. Books, comic books and encyclopedias will be available in the library for biographical information on the cartoonists, the history of cartooning, and the variety of cartoons available.

General Tips
This lesson flowed very well.  By having so many different aspects to this project, it kept the students engaged.  Adding technology, journal writing, discussions in other classrooms helped to reinforce what was being taught, yet it kept the students interested and wanting to learn more.

With time and technology available, another component could be to add an assignment of creating a computer-generated cartoon, as well as hand drawn one.

Attachments:

Teacher created rubric

List of web sites researched

Printed copy of Project Poster web page

Printed copy of Blog
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