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Ohio Standards Connections:

Academic Content Standards:
K-12 Language Arts

Grade 3

Writing Application

Benchmark A: Write narrative accounts that develop character, setting and plot

Reading Application

Benchmark B: Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and settings

K-12 Library

Grade 3

Information Literacy

Benchmark C: Explore and use various forms of literature for schoolwork and personal enjoyment

Technology Literacy

Benchmark C: Understands how to access technology-based school library materials including library networks and electronic resources for research

	Lesson Summary:

The students will hear and/or read various stories from author/illustrator Beatrix Potter.  We will discuss her childhood, artwork, pets and books.  We will recognize story elements including characters, settings, events and outcomes.
As a culminating activity, students will work individually or in small groups to write and illustrate an animal story using the important story elements.

Estimated Duration:

Five to eight class sessions.  Sixty (60) minutes each. Sessions will take place in the library, art class and language arts class
Commentary:

The duration of this unit will depend on the number of teachers collaborating with the Library Media Specialist in addition to the time needed for the students to create and complete their illustrations for their books.

Pre-Assessment:  Informal Assessment
Ask students if they are familiar with Peter Rabbit, Benjamin Bunny, 

Jemima Puddle Duck (characters from Beatrix Potter’s stories) or Beatrix Potter herself.  Have student’s list important elements to stories.  Put these elements on a chart for future usage. 
Post-Assessment:
Students will write and illustrate a fictional story using animals as central characters.

Students will write and illustrate a fictional animal tale and utilize story elements to create that story.
Scoring Guidelines:

Picture story rubric made using: RubiStar 

         http://rubistar.4teachers.org (see attachment)
Instructional Procedures:
Lesson One

Focus: Show students the Peter Rabbit book and display other books by Beatrix Potter (i.e. The Tale of Benjamin Bunny, The Tale of the Flopsy Bunnies, The Tale of Two Bad Mice, etc.)
Explain that the person who wrote and illustrated these stories is Beatrix Potter. Show a picture of her.  Tell the students that she lived more than 100 years ago. Explain that they are going to learn about her life and how it influenced her writing and illustrations.

Read juvenile biography, Beatrix by Jeanette Winter
Extension: Give students picture worksheets, downloaded and printed from
World of Peter Rabbit website ( www.peterrabbit.co.uk ).
Students look at and read Beatrix Potter’s books from library collection.

Closure: Students recall major events of Beatrix Potter’s life.
Lesson Two
Focus: Students are given the opportunity to read Beatrix Potter’s books or they can access audio versions of her stories via World of Peter Rabbit website. ( www.peterrabbit.co.uk or www.wiredforbooks.org/kids.htm ). Focus on following stories: The Tale of Peter Rabbit, The Tale of A Fierce Bad Rabbit and The Tale of Squirrel Nutkin.
Students will team up with other students and compare story elements.
Extension: Working together, students will fill out story charts accessed from http://edsitement.neh.gov 

Closure: Review answers from students completed story charts.

Lesson Three and Four
Focus: In collaboration with the art teacher, students will have opportunities to view some examples of Beatrix Potter’s drawings of plants, animals and landscapes via the following websites: www.vam.ac.uk, www.nationaltrust.org.uk and http://peterrabbit.com .  Look for Beatrix Potter’s art, childhood sketches, natural history, landscapes, picture letters and imaginary art. 
In collaboration with classroom and/or science teacher, students are taken outside and are allowed to sketch plants, animals, insects or the landscape that they observe. (Another one or two art classes could be used for students to complete and enhance their sketches using watercolors.)

Extension:

Closure:
Lessons Five – Eight

Focus: Writing and Illustrating Stories (This part may be worked on during the students’ regular language arts classes or during library sessions).  

Provide students with a story planning chart sheet. Discuss and determine important elements needed for a story.

Remind students to plan for illustrations to go with their stories. (Use a storybook sheet for guidance)

Extension:

Closure: Completed stories may be compiled into a larger book format and donated to the library or Kindergarten/First Grade classroom.

Differentiated Instructional Support:
Addressing various students’ needs using Gardner’s Principles of Multiple Intelligences.  
I utilized various media and activities to meet students needs and/or strengths including but not limited to audio readings of books, computer usage, co-operative group activities, art, and linguistic activities. 

Extension:
Homework Options and Home Connections:
· Students may check out Beatrix Potter books from the library
· Students may research more about Beatrix Potter’s life

· Students may work on their stories and illustrations 

· Completed books may be sent home with younger students as part of their read at home assignments

Interdisciplinary Connections:
Collaborative lessons with science, art and language arts teachers. (See lesson procedures)

Materials and Resources:
For Teachers and Students:

          Computers with Internet connection

          Various books written and illustrated by Beatrix Potter

          Beatrix Potter Book Collection (gathered from school and public

          libraries

For Students:

          Story Chart Sheet

          Story Planning Sheets

          Writing Paper

          Drawing Paper

          Art Pencils

          Writing Pencils

Book List:
          Battrick, Elizabeth, The Real World of Beatrix Potter, Printed for the

               National Trust by Jarrold and Sons, Ltd., 1987, Norwich, England
          Davies, Hunter, Beatrix Potter’s Lakeland, Frederick Warne, 1988,

               London, England

          Denyer, Susan, At Home with Beatrix Potter, The Creator of Peter

               Rabbit, Harry N. Abrams, 2000, New York, NY 
          Hallinam, Camilla, The Ultimate Peter Rabbit, A Visual Guide to the

               World of Beatrix Potter, DK Publishing, Inc., 2002, New York, NY

          Hobbs, Anne Stevenson, Beatrix Potter’s Art, Frederick Warne,

               1989, London, England          

          Johnson, Jane, The True Story of Peter Rabbit, How a Letter from

               Beatrix Potter Became a Children’s Classic, Puffin Books,

               Penguin Group, 1999, New York, NY         
          Potter, Beatrix, A Child’s Treasury of Beatrix Potter, Nine of the
               Best Loved Tales of Peter Rabbit and His Friends, Longmeadow 

               Press, 1987, New York, NY

          Potter, Beatrix, Giant Treasury of Beatrix Potter, Derrydale Books,

               1984, New York, NY

          Potter, Beatrix, Beatrix Potter’s Nursery Rhyme Book, Frederick 
               Warne, 1987, London, England

          Potter, Beatrix, Beatrix Potter, A Journal, Penguin Group, Penguin

               Books, Ltd, 2006, London, England & New York, NY

          Potter, Beatrix, The Tale of Peter Rabbit, Frederick Warne, © 2002,

               London, England & New York, NY
Materials and Resources: (continued)
Book List: (continued)
          Potter, Beatrix, The Tale of A Fierce Bad Rabbit, Frederick Warne, 

               © 2002, London, England & New York, NY
          Potter, Beatrix, The Tale of Squirrel Nutkin, Frederick Warne, © 2002,

               London, England & New York, NY
          Potter, Beatrix, The Tale of Two Bad Mice, Frederick Warne, © 2002,

               London, England & New York, NY   

          Winter, Jeanette, Beatrix , Frances Foster Books, Farrar Straus and 

               Giroux, 2003, New York, NY

          Yuan, Margaret Speaker, Who Wrote That? Beatrix Potter, Chelsea

               House Publishers, 2006, Philadelphia, PA


Key Vocabulary:
· Nursery
· Governess
· Botanical
· Flora
· Fauna
· Lichen
· Holiday
· Royalties
· Inheritance
· Solicitor
· Preservation
· Acre
Technology Connections:
 Suggested Web Sites:

· www.peterrabbit.com Comprehensive site that provides information on author’s life and works, includes interactive games and character descriptions

· www.wiredforbooks.org/kids.htm Beatrix Potter’s stories in text, Real Audio, streaming video and multimedia slide shows

· www.ortakales.com/illustrators/Potter.htm Provides details about Beatrix Potter’s illustrations and writing

· www.vam.ac.uk Victoria and Albert Museum holds a large collection of Beatrix Potter’s letters and sketches
· www.edhelpercom Website for teachers and parents with a large collection of lesson plans, resources, ideas and reproducible worksheets covering every area of study. (Some materials are only available via subscription)

Technology Connections:  (continued)
· http://edsitement.neh.gov National Endowment for the Humanities in partnership with the National Trust for the Humanities website.  Provides online resources from some of the world’s best museums, libraries and cultural institutions.  Plus, provides a variety of links to other websites and resources.

· www.nationaltrust.org.uk Has gallery of original sketches, watercolors and assorted papers of Beatrix Potter

· http://rubistar.4teachers.org  Helps create/customize rubrics and makes available ready made rubrics

General Tips:
Many students enjoyed working in small groups to write and illustrate their stories.  Students were then able to use their learning strengths within a group setting.

Attachments:
· Story Chart
· Story Planning Sheet

· Story Board

· Rubric

· Beatrix Potter coloring sheet
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