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How did you FIND the page?

Did you find the site using a good search phrase on a search 

engine?

Did you avoid using sites that are linked to each other?  They may 

have the same or very similar information.  Remember that almost 

anyone can publish on the Web

Did you record the search phrase and web address so you can 

return later?

Who is the AUTHOR?  Is the information 

ACCURATE?

Is the author clearly identified?  What are the author’s credentials for 

writing on the subject?  Is the author associated with a group, 

association, or academic institution?

Is the information reliable and error free?  No spelling, grammar or 

typing errors?  Is the same information found on at least two other 

unrelated sites or from two other unrelated print sources?

Can you CONTACT the author?  Is the web site 

CURRENT?  Is the topic well COVERED?

Can you contact the author or association?  Is there an email 

address?  snail mail address?

Is the web site CURRENT?  Is the content of the work up-to-date?

Is the publication date clearly indicated?  Be clear whether the date is 

when the site was first created, placed on the Web or last revised.

Does the information make SENSE?

Is the information presented with a minimum of bias?  The Web often 

functions as a “virtual soapbox.”

To what extent is the information trying to sway the opinion of the 

audience?  The goals/aims of persons or groups presenting material 

are often not clearly stated.

Is the information logical and consistent with what you already know?

(Adapted from Carol Schwartz:    “Can You Believe It” --Evaluating Web Sources

http://www.libertycenter.k12.oh.us/schwartz/DocLinks/FACS%20Checklist.PDF)
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