Tips for Journal Writing

School Library Media Activities Monthly

Be familiar with the magazine you are writing for by checking out issues, the website and the author/writer guidelines.

Follow the writer’s guidelines: 

· Use the correct citation format.

· Know the expectations for length and adhere to them. For SLMAM this includes references, contact and byline information.

· Use the font size and style recommended.

· Usually straight text is desirable without elaborate formatting. Send charts, graphs or figures formatted.

· Know how you are expected to submit the final manuscript (e.g., electronically, hard copy).

· Do not hesitate to ask questions.

Be mindful of the reader:

· The first two paragraphs should zero in on the topic of the article. Be very clear.
· Also provide a good wrap up or summary to the article.
· Provide a consistent flow to the article. Do not to take off on tangents with other subjects/stories that do not apply to your topic. 

Author& Point of View:

· Use first person (I) point of view when applicable, as in an opinion piece. This is often the case in SLMAM. 

· Third person (he, she, they) point of view is always safe and more polished.

· Avoid using “you” it does not read easily and can seem cumbersome.

SLMAM Writer Guidelines—2007

www.schoollibrarymedia.com
Manuscripts must be received via email attachment in Word format in Times New Roman 12 font. A short vita of the author should be included to be used in the byline for the article upon publication.  Email submissions to: Deborah.levitov@lu.com

SLMAM Style Guidelines

On matters of style, School Library Media Activities Monthly (SLMAM) follows The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS), 14th ed., except as specified in these guidelines, which take precedence over CMS. In some instances, these guidelines follow CMS and are meant to answer style-related questions most commonly encountered when writing for Crinkles. For correct spelling, please refer to Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary or similar. Use the first spelling. 
A more complete list of examples, related to style guidelines can be obtained by contacting the managing editor:

Deborah Levitov

Managing Editor, School Library Media 

Activities Monthly/Crinkles

3401 Stockwell St.

Lincoln, NE 68506

Deborah.Levitov@lu.com

Office: 402-327-2324
